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I am deeply grateful for being permitted
to speak on the Address-in-Reply debate. I
trust my time in this House will be spent
in helping the people who live in the pro-
vince I represent.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. Rt. P. Claughton.

House adjourned at 5.19 p.m.

iTgwlhiatinr AsiwmbIy
Wednesday, the 31st July, 1968

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrle) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

MACE OF THE PARLIAMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Origin: Statement by Speaker

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) [4.32
P.m.]: With the indulgence of the House
I wish to make a statement concerning
the Mace. I wish to inform members that
until this time no official record exists of
the origin of the Mace as used in this
Chamber. Research has been made by the
Clerk over a period of many months, ex-
tending from London to Australia, includ-
ing not only Parliamentary records but
also public accounts, newspapers, and the
State archives, prior to the inscription on
the Mace, namely, 1887, and no mention
of it could be found.

Finally, as a last resort, contact was
made with a retired Western Australian
newspaper reporter who indulges exten-
sively in research into early Western
Australian history, who disclosed that only
a few weeks ago, when researching an-
other matter, he came across a reference
to the Mace in the Inquirer the year after
the Mace was supposed to have arrived in
this State. From this point it was easy
to establish the following-and I shall read
the extract from the issue of the Inquirer
dated the 29th February, 1888--

Some months ago Mr. Nesbit, the
well known Hay-st. Jeweller, had an
order Placed in his hands for a mace
for the Legislative Council. After some
consideration Mr. Nesbit decided to
have the article made in Adelaide, in-
stead of sending the order to England
for execution, and the result proves the
wisdom of his decision. The mace
arrived safely in Perth last Saturday
and is now on Public view at Mr.
Nesbit's establishment. It has been
made from ornate designs supplied by
the Public Works department of this
Colony, at Mr. S. Schlank's Bleaver
Factory in Adelaide. The workman-
ship is really remarkable for its elab-
orate character, richness and exquisite

finish, and certainly redounds to the
credit of Australian craftsmen. The
"bauble" measures 2 ft. 8 in. in length
and is of standard silver heavily gold
gilt. The mace begins with a large
burnished boss quartered with beads,
and bearing the Imperial monogram
admirably chased. These quarters are
divided by representations of the rose,
shamrock. and thistle. From the boss
rises the shaft, which is elaborately
chased in front; and above is a small
boss of a highly ornamental descrip-
tion, surrounded by the Western AitS-
tralian coat-of-arms, which is in itself
no small work of art. The then
national emblems appear again, and
there is a massive ornamental band
which bears the inscription "Western
Australia", while another bears the
British motto "Dieu et Mon Droit'.
The shaft is surrounded by the burn-
ished bole-a very chaste piece of
workmanship. It bears the British
coat-of-arms, alternatively with leaf
scrolls, on the other side being en-
graved "Legislative Council of Western
Australia", and above all is the Im-
perial crown most elaborately wrought.
Below the crown are medallion, one
representing a swan surrounded with
laurel leaves and relieved by native
flowers and foliage. There is a great
deal of repousse work in the article.
the execution of which is as artistically
clever as the result is strikingly effec-
tive. The cost of the mace is £70,
exclusive of freight and insurance. It
will be borne before the Speaker, the
Hon. J. G. Lee-Steere, at the next
meeting of the Legislative Council.

To ensure that this information is avail-
able for the future. I will Instruct the Clerk
to record this reference in the Votes and
Proceedings of the House; and, needless to
say, the reference will also appear in Han-
sard.

QUESTIONS (44): ON NOTICE
ALBANY REGIONAL HOSPITAL

Geriatric Block

1.Mr. MITCHELL asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Has it been decided to establish

a geriatric wing (or centre) at
tbe Albany Regional Hospital?

(2) If "Yes," have plans been pre-
pared?

(3) When is it expected to commence
building?

Mr. 0 NEIL replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) A sketch plan will be available

shortly.
(3) This financial year.
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Nurses Training School: Establishment
2. Mr. MITCHELL asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Has consideration been given to

establishing a nurses' training
school at the Albany Regional
Hospital?

(2) If "No," will an immediate in-
vestigation be carried out with
this object in view?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2) The Albany Regional

Hospital is a training school for
nursing aides.
It is expected that the changing
pattern of nurse education will
make possible the inclusion of
regional hospitals in providing
facilities for the training of gen-
eral nurses.

DRUNKEN DRIVING
Blood Tests: Form Used

3. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Police:

Will he please supply me with a
form used by officers of his de-
partment for presentation to a
medical practitioner chosen by a
member of the Police Force to
take a blood sample, pursuant to
section 32 B(6), from a person
suspected of having committed an
offence under section 32 of the
Tr'affic Act?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
Yes.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION
Pneumoconiosis Medical Board:

Examination Procedure
4. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister

for Labour:
(1) What is the procedure required to

be followed by a person wishing
to be examined by the Pneumo-
coniosis Medical Board pursuant
to the Workers' Compensation
Act?

(2) Has there been a change in such
procedure since the inception of
the said medical board; if so, in
what way?

Mr. O'NEfLJ replied:
(1) Whenever a claim-including a

claim for review-is made by a
worker, it is obligatory on the
employer to refer it to the
Pneumoconiosis Medical Board
and there is no further procedural
requirement on the worker. Any
difficulty or undue delay should be
referred to the Registrar of the
Workers' Compensation Board.

(2) No.

TOWN PLANNING
Highways and Regional Roads:

Positioning in Metropolitan Area
5. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Town
Planning:
(1) Has the Town Planning Depart-

ment made a final determination
re the positioning of all highways
and regional roads in the metro-
politan area, as envisaged in the
Stephenson Plan?

(2) If "Yes," what is the final position
of all such roads?

(3) if I'No"-
(a) What highways and regional

roads have been finally deter-
mined and what is the
positioning of each;

(b) Which highways and regional
roads are yet to be deter-
mined and positioned to
complete the road pattern as
proposed in the Stephenson
Plan, and when will this be
known?

(4) Are any other highways or roads,
apart from the above, being con-
sidered in the metropolitan area;
if so, where?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) and (2) No.
(3) and (4) The metropolitan region

scheme report, 1962, lists 16 con-
trolled access highways, 14 major
regional roads, and 43 important
regional roads with a total length
of more than 500 miles. In the
continuous process of implement-
ing the metropolitan region
scheme, this framework is subject
to amendment as subdivision
takes place and major road
needs are assessed. It would be
impracticable to give a report of
the detailed nature indicated by
the honourable member, but if he
has any particular highway in
mind I will do my best to obtain
the information sought.

SCHOOLS IN MAYLANflS ELECTORATE
Enrolments

6. Mr. HARMAN asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) In respect of the-

(a) North Inglewood
School;

Primary

(b) East Maylands Primary
School:

(c) Mt. Lawley Primary School;

(d) Maylands Lower Primary
school:
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(e) Maylands Upper Primary
School,

what were the total number of
students enrolled in 1965, 1966,
1967, and 1968?

(2) What was the number of stu-
dents enrolled in Grade I in the
above schools in 1965, 1966, 1967,
and 1968?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) and (2).

Total Enrolment Grade I Enrolssent
As at the 31st August Feb. As at the 1st August Feb.
1065 1966 1967 1968 1965 1966 1967 1968

North Inglewood Primary School 609 649 646 649 79 75 7S 69
Est Aylands Primary School .... 281 283 295 287 39 86 45 40
Nit. Lawley Primary School .... .502 502 519 528 72 75 (62 6
Mlaylands Junior Primary School 211 236 250 258 80 88 93 89
Maylands Primary School ..... 324 329 321 323 .. .. ..

CATTLE IN THE KIMBERLEYS
Records of Sales

7. Mr. HARMAN asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

Are records kept for each season
of cattle sold by each pastoral
station in the Kimberley region;
if not, why not?

Mr. RAIDER replied:
A record is kept showing-
Ci) Cattle slaughtered on behalf

of each station.
(Ii) Cattle movements by permit

across pleuro boundaries
within the State.

(iii) Cattle movements into and
out of the State.

Movements between stations not
included under these headings
would be small within Western
Australia, and there has been no
justification for obtaining this in-
formation.

HEALTH
Septic Tank Installations: Subsoil

Testing
8. Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:
Could he advise which Govern-
ment department is responsible for
testing the subsoils for septic tank
installation?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
Local authorities in association
with the Public Health Depart-
ment.

SABIN VACCINE SERVICE
Cost in North-West

9. Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Will he make available a detailed

statement of cost of the north-
west Sabin vaccine service as
follows-
(a) salary and periods worked;

(b) flying time Per trip;
(c) aircraft running and

tenance;
(d) travelling allowance?

main-

(2) Is the officer concerned paid
whilst engaged on private em-
ployment?

Mr. 0 NEIL replied:
(1) (a) Salary-from 5th May, 1967.

to the 27th December, 1967,
and from the 11th April 1968,
to the lst August. 1968-
$2,352.

(b,) and (c) The aircraft is oper-
ated by the owner at a con-
tract rate of 20c per mile.
Payments to the 30th June,
1968-$5,790.

(d) Whilst travelling, the public
service rate for travelling
allowance is paid.

(2) Not by the Public Health Depart-
ment.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY,
SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE BOARD

Loan Money Received in Last Three Years

10. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

Including provision for Sinking
fund for loan redemptions, what
was the cost, expressed as a per-
centage, of loan money obtained
by the Metropolitan Water Sup-
ply, Sewerage and Drainage
Board for the years 1966. 1967,
and 1968?

Mr. CRAIG (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:

Treury Loan
Funds Inters

and
Sinking Fund

Per cnt.
1085-06 .. 5.25
1966-67 ... 5.50
1967-68 ... .50

PrINvate
Borrowlugs
interet Rnd
Sinking Fund!

Per cent.
6.25
6.375
6. 3715

Average
Overell

Interst and
Sinking Food

Per real.
5.34
5.58
6.50

as
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DENMARK HOSPITAL
Fees

11. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Health:
(1) In February this year were fees

charged in Denmark higher than
at the Albany Regional Hospital?

(2) If "Yes," was this because Den-
mark had four-bed wards con-
trasted with Albany Regional
Hospital's six-bed wards?

(3) Were the fees which were being
charged at Denmark in February
also being charged at all four-bed-ward hospitals throughout
the State?

(4) What alteration, if any, has been
effected in the position which
existed in February last?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) The scale of fees is identical at

Albany, Denmark, and all public
hospitals. Fees charged in Febru-
ary of this year and at all other
times were in accordance with
this scale.
The standard scale of fees pro-
vides:

2-4 bed wards-$13.50 per
day.
Over 4 bed wards-$10 per
day.

(2) Denmark Hospital's larger wards
have four beds, whilst at Albany
there are wards containing six
beds.

(3) Yes.
(4) No changes have been made in

the fees structure since February
of this year.
In further clarification I attach
copy of a communication ad-
dressed recently to the Shire Clerk
of Denmark on the subject
matter-
The Shire Clerk,
Denmark Shire Council,
Denmark.

lath July, 1968.

Dear Mr. Mcutcheon,
I refer to your recent letter
relating to fees at the Denmark
Hospital.
I wish to advise that the
charge of $13.50 per day at Den-
mark Hospital Is regarded as the
charge which should apply to per-
sons who are not involved in fin-
ancial hardship.
It is pointed out that persons
throughout the State need to be
adequately covered by hospital
insurance, and cover to the extent
of $13.50 per day is recommended,
in which case the patient does

not pay anything out of his own
pocket when hospital treatment is
involved, unless receiving private
ward attention.
Should a patient receiving
treatment in the Denmark Hos-
pital be unable to meet the $13.50
Per day hospital charge without
financial hardship, an application
for a reduction in the account
may be made by declaring his fin-
ancial position to the Managing
Secretary, Albany Regional Hos-
pital, who is also responsible for
the administration of the Den-
mark Hospital.
I recognise that there is a
Problem in respect of the charge
of $10 per day at Albany. At
the present time Albany residents
have an advantage over per-
sons attending the Hunbury and
Geraldton Regional Hospitals,
where, because of the size of the
wards, the minimum charge is
$13.50 per day, but in both these
cases, as at Denmark, a reduc-
tion to $10 per day may be al-
lowed by the Managing Secre-
tary where financial hardship is
proved.
I would appreciate your Coun-
cil encouraging local residents to
insure to the extent of cover of
at least $13.50 per day, despite
the fact that the charge could be
lower if treated in the Albany
Regional Hospital.
I would point out, however,
that in a recent case involving
one Denmark resident, the patient
had to be transferred to the Royal
Perth Hospital, where the charge
$13.50 applied after the hospital
had assessed the patient, and it
is wise that residents outside the
metropolitan area appreciate that
should hospital treatment be re-
quired in the metropolitan area,
it is highly desirable for patients
to have hospital benefit fund
cover to the extent of at least
$13.50 per day.

Yours faithfully,

G. C. Macl~innon,
Minister for Health.

KWINANA FREEWAY: DAMAGEDl
LIGHT POSTS

Replacement Cost and Relocation

12. Mr. PLETCHER asked the Minister
for Works:
(1) What number of vehicle-damaged

light posts have been replaced or
repaired on Kwinana Freeway
since installation?

(2) What is the total cost involved?

87
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(3) For what reason were the posts
not placed in the freeway median
strip with each post carrying
lighting for north and south
bound traffic?

(4) As presumably the same intensity
of lighting could be thus achieved
with half the number of posts, has
any thought been given to re-
location?

(5) If "No," will consideration be
given to the suggestion with a
view to reducing damage and
casualty?

Mr. NALDER (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:
(1) 100 approximately.
(2) $7,000 approximately.
(3) In street lighting the nearside

kerb should be lit and lights should
be placed on the outside of curves.

(4) and (5) See (3).

PROSPECTING AREAS
Regulations, and Numbers Granted

13. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:
(1) Was he correctly reported to have

stated in The West Australian on
the 30th July, 1968, that a min-
eral claim had to remain in force
for a year before a prospector
could apply for a prospecting area
within it?

(2) If so, was he referring to regula-
tion 55 (14) under the Mining Act?

(3) Is it not a fact that this said
regulation is regarded by his de-
partment as being ultra vires
section 28(1) of the Act?

(4) Row many prospecting areas have
been granted in the Coolgardie
and East Coolgardie Goldfields
within the last 12 months pursuant
to regulation 55?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) There is some doubt; the matter

is being examined.
(4) None.

WAR SERVICE LAND
Availability in Canning Electorate

14. Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister for
Housing:

What war service land is available
in the following areas:
(a) Gosnells;
(b) Kenwick;
(c) Maddington;
(d) Cannington;
(e) Thornlie;
(f) Lynwood;

(g) Rossmoyne;
(h) Riverton;
(I) Brentwood;

(j) Maniana?
Mr. Q'NEIh replied:

(a) to (j) Nil.
Land is held in East Manning
which is to be developed, and In
Bentley lots will be made avail-
able in the near future.

ROAD TAX
Payment by Overload Permit Holders

15. Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister for
Transport:

If -it is necessary to pay $12 per
ton for an overload permit to
carry a certain tonnage per trip
to one Government department,
why is it necessary to pay road
tax on the same load to anothei
Government department?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied;
All vehicles are subject to normal
license fees under the Traffic Aol
calculated according to the grow
laden weight of the vehicle. IJ
approval is given for an increased
load the gross laden weight i
greater accordingly and fees anc
payable in relation to this.
Road maintenance charges pay-
able on all vehicles with a load
capacity exceeding eight tons arn
additional to license fees dui
under the Traffic Act, but norma
license fees under the Traffic Ac
are reduced by half in cases whenf
road maintenance charges an
paid.

POWER STATIONS
Comparative Costs of Production

16. Mr. JONES asked the Minister fo
Electricity:
(1) 'What is the present cost of pro

due tion per unit of electricity a
the following power stations:-
(a) south Fremantle;
(b) East Perth;
(c) Bunbury;
(d) Collie;
(e) Muja?

(2) What was the cost of produetici
per unit of electricity at the Soutl
Fremantle and East Perth powe
stations Prior to converting t
fuel oil?

(3) What is the anticipated cost pe
unit of power from the Kwinan
Power station?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(I) Operating costs per unit are-

(a) South Fremantle, 1,06c pe
unit (coal and oil fuel).
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(bx) East Perth, 2.96e per unit
(coal fuel).

(c) Bunbury, .65c. per unit (coal
fuel).

(d) Collie, .71c per unit (coal
fuel),

(e) Mum, .33c per unit (coal fuel).
(2) These generating stations are not

yet burning fuel oil only. See (1).-
(3) it is anticipated that the K~winana

power station will not be in pro-
duction until early 1970. It is too
early to make a useful estimate of
the cost per unit of power.

Jfwinuna Area:
Establishment, and Type of Fuel

17. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) Is the Government considering

the erection of a power house in
the Kwinana area in addition to
the 480 MW oil burning station
at present under construction?

(2) If "Yes," what type of fuel will
be used?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) No decision yet made on next

power station.
(2) See (1).

South Fremantile and East Perth: Cost of
Fuel Oil

18. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Electricity:

What price per ton is the State
Electricity Commission paying for
fuel oil for the South Fremantle
and East Perth power stations?

Mr. NALD)ER replied:
The price of fuel oil is confiden-
tial.

19. This question was postponed.

RAILWAYS
Use of Diesel Locomotives in South-West

20. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Is the railways considering the

use of diesel engines on the Wagin
to Bunbury section of line?

(2) When is it anticipated that the
railways will be completely; diesel-
ised?

(3) Will Collie be the last depot to be
dieselised; if "Yes," in. what year?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes. It is anticipated that the

Wagin-Collie section will be
dieselised in 1971.

k2) Present planning provides for full
dieselisation by July 1974, pro-
vided finance is available.

(3) Yes in 1974.

POWER STATIONS
East Perth and South Fremant~le: Policy

on Peak Loads
21. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for

Electricity:
Is it the policy of the State Elec-
tricity Commission to keep the
East Perth and South Fremnantle
oil burning power stations at peak
load?

Mr. NALIDER replied:
East Perth generating station will
be used principally at times of
peak load. South Fremantle
generating station will be used
a little more than this.

Bunburzr: Coal Consumption

22. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) What is the highest tonnage of

coal consumed in any one year at
the Eunbury power station, and
what year?

(2) What was the coal tonnage eon-
sumed at the Bunbury power
station in individual years from
1960 to 1967 inclusive?

(3) What is the anticipated consump-
tion for 1968 and the anticipated
consumption per year in the
future?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) 469,968 tons in 1965.

Year Tons
(2) 1960 - . ... 287,650

1961 .. .. ... 299,565
1962 ... ... 1. .... 376,685
1963 .... .... 399,110
1964 . . 417,196
1965 .. .. .. 469,968
1966 .... 417,678
1967 .... .... ... 294,402

(3) 1968 (est.) .... ... 236,500
1969 (est.) .. - .. 230,000

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
West Arthur: Extensions and Cost

23. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) Will he advise the planned pro-

gramme for the State Electricity
Commission's power extensions
within the boundaries of the West
Arthur Shire?

(2) What has been the average cost
per farmer for connection to State
Electricity Commission power
within the boundaries of the West
Arthur Shire?
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Mr. NAI.DER replied:
(1) As with other farming areas, pro-

gressive extensions will be made
by means of the contributory ex-
tension scheme to those farmers
who require electrical power.

<2) A capital contribution of $342 Plus
an annual charge of $93.

POWER STATIONS
Mula: Water Requirements

24. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Is it the Government's Intention

to drill for water in the Collie
district for the purpose of meet-
ing any additional water require-
ments for the Muja generating
station?

(2) If "Yes," when is it anticipated
that the Programme will com-
mence?

Mr. CRAIG (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:
(1) Not at this stage.
(2) Answered by (1).

GASCOYNE RIVER BRIDGE
Inspection of Piles

25. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) When were the piles under the

Gascoyne Bridge last inspected?
(2) Over the past 10 years has any

movement of a pile or piles been
noticed?

(3) If "Yes," how many piles are
.affected and to what extent?

(4) Has any movement taken place
during any of the river flows this
year?

(5) If a movement of a pile or piles
has taken Place, is any corrective
action planned?

Mr. CRAIG (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:
(1) Early this year.
(2) Yes.
(3) Several piles moved under flood

conditions Prevailing at the time,
which brought about some move-
ment in the bridge structure-.e.
a pier.

(4) No.
(5) Additional Piles have been driven

to Properly support the pier. This
remedial action appears to be
permanent.

LAND
Reserves 10921 and 24807

26. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Lands:
(1) What Is the purpose of reserves

10921 and 24807?

(2) What is their classifications?
(3) In whom are they vested?
Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) to (3) Reserve 10921 is a 'C"

class reserve vested in the Car-
narvon Shire Council for the
purpose of a 'Kindergarten Site.'
Reserve 24801 is a "C"-class re-
serve for the purpose of "recrea-
tion" and is not vested.

WOORAMEL RIVER BRIDGE
Completion

27. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Works:

When is it anticipated that the
new bridge over the Wooramel
River will be completed?

Mr. CRAIG (for Mr. Ross Hutchinson)
replied:

November, 1968.

HOUSING
Applicants North of 26th Parallel:

Qualifications
28. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Housing:
(1) What is the maximum permissible

income that an applicant for a
State rental home may earn
when he resides north of the
26th parallel?

(2) Does this vary with the number
of dependents?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) $4,225 per annum or $81.25 per

week.
(2) The amount stated in (1) is in-

creased by $50 per annum for
each child under 16 years of age.

CHILD WELFARE
Officer at Collie: Transfer

29. Mr. JONES asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Child
Welfare:

(1) Is his department transferring
the child welfare officer stationed
at Collie to Bunbury?

(2) If "Yes," when will the transfer
take place?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) NO; but Mr. Penton, district officer

at Bunbury, has about one week's
study leave each term to come to
Perth to study as he is doing a
course at the University. Mr.
Arndt of Collie is asked to take
care of any emergency and cater
for Bunbury during this week.

(2) Answered by (1).
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSESSMENT
COMMITTEE

Report
30. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Local
- Government:

When was the Local Government
Assessment Committee report first
made available to Cabinet?

Mr. NALDER replied:
The 21st May, 1968.

DAIRYING INDUSTRY
Inquiry

31. Mr. H. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Agriculture:
(1) Does he contemplate having an

inquiry into the dairying industry
in the near future?

(2) If an inquiry is proposed, what
aspect of the dairying industry
would be investigated?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).

OUTSTANDING DEBTS
Receipts

32. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Justice:

Is a person, by law, entitled to a
receipt for money paid for an out-
standing debt?

Mr. COURT replied:
It is an offence under the Stamp
Act to refuse to give a receipt for
payments of $10 or more, except
in cases where, under the Act, the
payee is exempt from giving a
stamped receipt.

RAILWAY ACCIDENTS
Inquiry

33. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Is it intended to conduct a full

scale check of W.A.G.R. opera-
tions, as intimated by him in Press
statemenmts following recent rail-
way accidents?

(2) If so, when will this be held?
(3) What will be the form of the in-

quiry?
(4) Will W.A.G.R. employees be rep-

resented on the inquiry?
Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) to (4) The check will be made in

the form of an intensification of
the general supervision and in-
spection of the department's
operations.

This will be carried out by those
officers normally charged with this
responsibility. I would like to
point out that research is already
well under way.

DENTISTRY
Dentists: Ratio to Population, and Quota
34. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Health:
(1) At the present rate of growth of

population in this State. what
number of newly qualified dentists
is required for each of the next
10 years to maintain the pres-
ent ratio of dentists to popula-
tion?

(2) How many dentists have qualified
in Western Australia in each of
the past three years?

(3) floes a quota exist in the Faculty
of Dentistry and, it so, what is
the number in each year?

Dental School: Extension
(4) Is the recently projected plan to

extend the buildings and facili-
ties of the Dental School a firm
undertaking?

(5) If so, will a quota still apply in
the Faculty of Dentistry and, if
so, what number in each year?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) If the current population growth

rate continues, to maintain
the present dentist to population
ratio, it is estimated that we
should graduate approximately 25
dentists in 1970, increasing to 30
by 1080.

(2) 1966-11.
1967-11.
1968-8.
There are 22 students in the cur-
rent final year of the course.

(3) Yes. A quota limits the entry to
25 students in the second year.

(4) No. Australian University Com-
mission funds have been requested
and may becomne available.

(5) In any dental school, the number
of applicants that can be ac-
cepted is limited by the facilities
available.

35. This question was postponed.

MAIN ROADS GRANTS
Avon Electorate: Receipts by Shires

36. Mr. GAYFER asked the Minister for
Works:

What have been the amounts of
the main roads grants to each of
the shires of Bruce Rock, Quaira-
ding, York, Beverley, Brookton,
and Corrigin for this current
year and each of the preceding
two Years?
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Mr. CRAIG (for Mr. Ross HUtchin-
son) replied:

Grants made available to the
shires of Bruce Rock, Quairading,
York, Beverley, Brookton, and
Corrigin for the years 1966-67,
1967-68, and 1968-69 by the Main
Roads Department are shown on
the attached statement.

Main Roads Department
Allocations-1966-67-1967-68 and 1968-69.

Shire

Bruce Rlock-
Main Moade
Im~portanst seconder:

roads .
Developmental roads

QualradinZ-
Main road ..
Important secondary

roads
Developmental roads

York-
Main rads.
Important secondary

rods
Developmental roads

Beverley-
Main roads
Important secondary

roads
Developmental roads

Brockton-
Main roads
Important secondary

roads
Developmental roads

Corigin-
Mi leads ..

Important secondary
roads

Developmental roads

190C-07 1907-68

S S
... 14,300

7,000 1,150
39,440 40,870

1088-00 Total
(.3 Years)

2,500 16,800

2,050 10,200
43,370 123,080

46,440 56,320 47,920 150,680

... 22,000 5,500 27,500

500 4,050 3,350 7,000
a54,860 44,720 57,320 156,900

55,360 70,770 66,770 192,300

06,200 36,800 3,500 138,500

318 33,670 33,670 090520

128,380 70,470 37,170 236,020

* 400 4,000 .... 5,300

* 9,000 1,100 11,700 21,800
50,390 36,490 33,880 120,760

59,790 42,490 45,580 147,860

19,000 200 32,500 51,700
700 .. . 700

29,220 61,590 54,430 145,240

48,920 61,790 86,930 _107,640

55,900 24,400 80,300
9,000 3,150 22,950 35,100

73,840 68,550 41,250 182,840

82,840 127,600 88,600 299,040

Totals-
Main roadse .. 115,600 134,100 68,400
Importat secondary

roads .... .... 26,200 0,450 40,050
Developmental roads 279,930 285,890 263,920

318,100

75,700
829,740

421,730 429,440 372,370 1,223,540

MINERAL SANDS
Leases at Albany-Cheyne Beach Area

37. Mr. HALL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Mines:
(1) Has the Government any deter-

mined Plans for the usage and
development of mineral sand re-
sources in the Albany-Cheyne
Beach area?

(2) If "Yes." what are the determina-
tions?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) No. Claims for beach sands are

held along the south coast by
Messrs. Hancock and Moore, who
are currently having the deposits
tested. To carry out the investi-
gatlon the partners have brought
in an operator from Sydney who
has special equipment for under-
water sampling.

(2) Answered in (1).

TAMMIN SCHOOL
Area of Classrooms and Administration

Block
38. Mr. McPHARLIN asked the Minister

for Education:
What is the total area, in squares,
of the new classrooms and ad-
ministration block of the Tammin
School?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
The total of the new construction
at the Tammin School is 86.69
squares. This total is made up
of the following areas:-

Four classrooms ..
Squares
... 30.60

Administration block .... 9.07
Toilets, cloakrooms, and

staff toilets ....I .... 11.48
Covered ways, verandah,

covered teaching areas 35.54

86.69

SUPERPHOSPHATE
Demurrage and Extension of Unloading

Time

39. Mr. McPHARLIN asked the Minister
for Railways:
(1) Is he aware that in the season

ending the 30th June, 1968, many
debits for demurrage were raised
against farmers who, through no
fault of their own, were unable to
unload their superphosphate in
the time of eight hours allowed
under clause 32 (b) (11) "Demur-
rage on Wagons Railway Goods
Rates Book"?

(2) Has he considered extending the
time allowed for unloading wagons
of more than 10 tons?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes. Each case is treated on its

merits.

(2) Yes; but in view of the consistent
demand for wagons to meet other
orders, this is not practicable.

y
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NUJRSES
Salary Increases

40. Dr. HENN asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) Would he inform the House

whether the Medical Department
is actively participating in efforts
to have nurses' salaries increased?

(2) Will he take into account the fact
there is little advantage in build-
ing more and better hospitals
throughout the State if these can-
not be adequately staffed with
trained nurses?

(3) Will he also examine this prob-
lem, bearing in mind that the
main reason for the present short-
age of trained nurses is their in-
adequate remuneration?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) Yes; an offer was made some time

ago but not accepted by the Royal
Australian Nursing Federation.

(2) and (3) The matter is now wvithin
the jurisdiction of the Industrial
Commission-all aspects of wages
and working conditions will
receive consideration.

VENEREAL DISEASE
Notificationt and Control

41. Dr. HENN asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) Would he give figures for notifica-

tions for venereal disease to the
Public Health Department for the
last five years-
(a) male;
(b) female?

(2) What percentage does he consider
these figures to be of the total
cases of V.D. in the community in
this State?

(3) Will he consider instituting any
methods whereby notifications of
V.D. cases could be more effectively
controlled by the Department of
Public Health?

(4) Is there any Government pathol-
ogical laboratory open at weekends
to confirm any doubtful cases of
venereal disease?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) V.D. Notifications (W.A.):

19843 ..

1065 ..
19660 .. ..
1967 ... ..I . .
1968 (to the 30th Joae)

hules
207
333
383
615
695
323

Females
93
70
79
95

143
61

Total
390
403
462
710
839
394

(2) An accurate estimate is imprac-
ticable. but the department con-
siders that the majority of cases
are now being notified and that
the Percentage could be around
75 per cent.

(3) A circular on venereal disease
which is about to be issued to
medical practitioners includes a
reminder of their statutory obliga-
tions in this connection.

(4) Yes; a weekend service is provided
by the Public Health Laboratory at
the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.

BENTLEY HOSPITIAL
Accommodation, Area, and Proposed

Extensions
42. Mr. MAY asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:
In connection with the Bentley
Hospital, will he advise-

()How many patients can be
currently accommodated;

(b) what provision is made for
maternity cases:

(c) total acreage of land set aside
for this hospital;

(d) Present acreage occupied;
(e) what further extensions are

envisaged:
(f) anticipated date of exterfsions?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(a) 70.
(b) 23.
(c) 29 acres 1 rood 27.9 perches,

including about 4 acres for
Power line easement.

(d) 5.
(e) Another ward block of

similar size.
(f) This has not been determined.

HIGH SCHOOL AT SOUTH COMO
Namne, Grades, and Enrolments

43. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Edu-
cation:

In connection with the new high
school being bonstructed at the
corner of Bruce anid Henley
Streets, South Como, will he ad-
vise-
(a) Proposed name of school;
(b) what grades will be accommo-

dated in 1969;
(c) number of children to be ac-

commodated in 1989;
(d) from which areas will chil-

dren be enrolled;
Ce) what is the proposed up-

grading programme for this
school?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(a) The school is at present referred

to as the Manning High School.
Consideration is being given, how-
ever, to a change of name on ac-
count of the location of the school
in reference to district boundaries.

(b) First year.
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(c) 280.
(d) Contributing schools will be Collier,

COMO, Koonawarra, and Manning.
(e) Upgrading will not be possible be-

fore the school has been estab-
lished for three years. Upgrading
will then be under close review.

44. This question zoas postponed until
Tuesday, the 6th August.

QUESTIONS (6): WITHOUT NOTICE
DRUNKEN DRIVING

Blood rest: Form Used

1. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Pollee:

I refer to question 3 on today's
notice paper. The Minister let me
have the form which I requested,
and I would like to ask the Minis-
ter if he agrees with me that a
reasonable construction of the
reading of. this document would
suggest that a doctor to whom
such a form was presented by a
member of the Police Force would,

*by law, be required to take a blood
sample from a person suspected of

-driving while under the influence
of liquor?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
This is a matter of law and I feel
that I have to get a legal opinion
on it. The honourable member
has a copy of the form referred
to, but in view of his further
question I will seek further advice.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: If the answer to
my question is "Yes," would the
Minister also let me know what
the law is which requires a doctor
to take such a blood sample.

Mr. CRAIG: I shall do that.

HOUSING
Provision by B.H.P, at Kwinana

2. Mr. RUSHTON asked the Minister
for Industrial Development:

Can the Minister inform the
House the extent of the assistance
which B.H.P, has given to its em-
ployees at Ewinana in the way
of housing?

Mr. COURT replied:
In some respects I suppose this
question should more properly be
addressed to the Minister for
Housing, but in view of the fact
that it refers to a particular
matter over which I have been
criticised I will answer as I know
the Position to be. If my col-
league desires he can add to
my remarks, if you will permit
that, Mr. Speaker.

As far as B.H.P. is concerned the
situation is that the company has
leased some 140 houses or flats
for married people. The companyr
heavily subsidises the rents of
those fiats or houses, and it has
also made a substantial contribu-
tion by way of providing capital
for furniture for some of the fiats
and houses. Most of the houses
are in the Rockingham and
Safety Bay area. I should add
that I am fairly well informed on
this matter because, as the Minis-
ter responsible for the 1960 agree-
ment, the company keeps in
touch with me regarding its
housing requirements.
In addition, the company has
some 80 units for single people
in hotels and boarding houses
and, again, it heavily subsidises
this accommodation.
It should be borne in mind that
during this very critical period
the number of employees has risen
from 710 to 1,140. The number
required by September will be
1,250, when the sinter plant fol-
lows the blast furnace into opera-
tion. The company has brought
over 200 employees from the
Eastern States. So I think it is
fair to say that the company has
helped its employees very con-
siderably in the Kwinana area.

MINERAL SANDS
Leases at Albany-Cheyne Beach Area

3. Mr. HALL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Mines:

Referring to my question 37, on
today's notice paper, I would say
this question has been raised in
the House many times and has
received the same shelving on
each occasion. I would like to ask
the Minister what the intentions
are for the development of these
deep mineral sands in the south-
west corner of Cheyne Beach,
and why tbere has not been any
activity.

The SPEAKER: I cannot permit a
question of this nature without
notice to be addressed to a
Minister when he only represents
a Minister In another place. I
think the member for Albany
must put the question on the
notice paper.

CLIFFS-ROBE RIVER PROJECT
Commencement

4. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for the North-West:

Can the Minister inform the
House of the latest development
regarding the Cliffs-Robe River
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project: and, in particular, can he
advise when a decision is likely
to be made in connection with the
commencement of the project?

Mr. COURT replied:
The situation at the moment is at
a very delicate stage of negotia-
tion. The representatives of the
company, with their technical
advisers, are currently in Tokyo
undertaking discussions both at
technical and commercial levels. I
cannot hazard a guess as to when
these negotiations will be com-
pleted. Quite frankly, we expected
them to be completed by the end
of July but I do not think they
will be completed within the next
fortnight, the way things are
going, because there is a big
disparity between the price offered
by the Japanese steel mills-in
respect of limonite fines-and the
price at which the company con-
siders it can afford to export. I
refer to limonite fines as distinct
from the pellets. There does not
seem to be any great difference
of opinion with respect to the price
of pellets. If negotiations can be
completed within the next few
weeks work will commence fairly
soon after, as the company is very
well advanced with Its engineering
side.
We would expect that work will
be undertaken, if not at the end
of the year, then early in the new
year, to keep up with delivery
dates expected in contracts under
negotiation. I think I have
already advised the honourable
member that the port proposed
for this particular project is based
at Cape Lamnbert.

PARLIAMENTARY SESSION
Sitting in Southern Division

5. Mr. HALL asked the Premier:
In view of Cabinet's decision to
hold two sittings of Parliament In
each session, could Cabinet give
consideration to holding one sit-
ting in the metropolitan division
and one sitting in the southern
division, where climatic conditions
are more suitable?

Mr. BRAND replied:
We have sufficient problems hold-
ing the sitting of Parliament
where we have it now.

HOIJSTG
Case of Mr. C. V. Furey,

8. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Has he inquired into the case of

Charles Vincent Furey of Nolla-
mara, a married man with a wife,

five young children-all below
seven years of age-and another
child expected, who has a court
order against him expiring next
Saturday?

(2) If so, will he use his good offices
in cider to ensure that this
family will be offered accommoda-
tion before the bailiff ejects them
and their possessions?

(3) If not, why not?
Mr. O'NEILL replied:
(1) to (3) I thank the honourable

member for advising my office of
his intention to ask this question.
This case had not previously been
represented to me. I will under-
take to have the matter re-
examined.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SECOND DAT
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 25th July, on
the following motion by Mr. Ridge:-

That the following Add ress-in-
Reply to His Excellency's Speech be
agreed to:-

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia In Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) 16.12 p.m.]: I must warn mem-
bers and I ask for their forebearance be-
cause I have a number of important sub-
jects with which I must deal at this oppor-
tunity. I am afraid my comments will keep
me on my feet for some time.

I have already congratulated you, Mrx.
Speaker, on your elevation to your high
office, and I will content myself at this
juncture with repeating that we, on this
side of the House, have every confidence
in your judgment and impartiality. I
would like to congratulate the member for
Narrogin upon his reappointment as
Chairman of Committees. After the elec-
tion I did believe, for a short time, that
there was a possibility that the member
for Narrogin would be the next Speaker,
and I think he would have made a very
good Speaker. However, he happens to
be in the minority part of the Government,
so that was not-possible. He has always
discharged his duties as Chairman of Com-
mittees with efficiency and we have full
confidence in his ability to continue to do
So.

I extend to all new members, whether
they are on my side of the House or on
the Government side, a welcome to Par-
liament. No doubt they have all come here
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with the intention of turning the place
upside down. We have all done that In our
time but we soon come back to our
field, as will those new members before
they are very much alder.

Parliament is termed the highest court
in the land, and in courts one expects to
get both law and justice. Well, in this
highest court one cannot depend on getting
either. I might tell the new members--
from one who knows-that the ones who
have come here with some special purpose
will learn before they are very much older
that they cannot depend upon getting jus-
tice and law in the Parliament.

Mr. Nalder:, This has been your experi-
ence over the years you have been in this
House?

Mr. TONKIN: I would not advise the
Minister to come in too early, because I
have something for him later.

Mr. Nalder: I would be disappointed if
I missed out.

Mr. TONKIN: As is known, it is not
argument that wins the day in Parlia-
ment, it is numbers.

Mr. Brand: Irrespective of which party
is in office.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes; I did not put any
qualification on my remark.

Mr, Brand: I thought you might have
been misunderstood.

Mr. TONKIN: No.
Ur. Brand: Well, we have that under-

stood.
Mr. TONKIN: I am dealing with Parlia-

ment, and fortunately Parliament does not
always have a Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Brand: That is the point.
Mr. TONKIN: I have said on many occa-

sions, both in the Parliament and outside,
that majorities do not necessarily prove
the truth of any proposition. All they do is
to decide Questions for the time being.
Many examples can be cited to prove that
minorities have been right when majori-
tics have been wrong. However it takes
time for minorities to establish their point
of view; the new memibers will find that
out.

I congratulate them upon their election.
They are embarking upon a carecr which
is exciting, interesting if they do their job,
and very satisfying; because, despite their
failures in the Parliament itself, as mem-
bers they will be able honourably to dis-
charge an obligation to their constituents
which 'ill enable them to help their
constituents in a great variety of ways.
They will be thanked by some for what
they do; other constituents will take it as
a matter of course and will not hesitate to
come back again for further assistance
when it is needed. However, that is
human nature. We are not all built in the

same Mould, fortunately. Some constLitu-
ents are highly appreciative of efforts made
on their behalf while others could not care
less.

No doubt with the added debating
strength in the Parliament, proceedings
will be more interesting and more bene-
ficial to the State generally; because there
is nothing better than a good clash of
opinion and an interchange of ideas,
despite the fact that, as a result of the
debates, decisions may be contrary to what
one desires.

I now want to say a little about the
general election which has resulted in the
Government being returned to office by the
skin of its teeth. Whatever view one takes
of the result, the Government received a
very severe shaking, but there is not the
slightest doubt it deserved that shaking.
it might be interesting to consider for a
moment or two what the actual results
were.

The total votes recorded in the general
election, which of course include the
informal votes as well as the formal votes,
were as follows:-

Party

A.L.P......
tAI.L.........
C.P.

Independents ahd
ninnists ..

Democratic Party
Inrormals.

corn-

Percent1age
Votes of'

\'otea cr4A
145,802 43.05
138,546 41.82

16,2R8 4.91
10,457 3.16

7,966
2,216

10,251

2.4
A7

3.09

It is my understanding that the Demo-
cratic Party-or some name of that kind-
was a special party wvhich came in as a
sort of offshoot.

The valid votes would be a better guide,
because an informal vote does not indicate
anything at all. The total valid votes cast
were as follows-

Party

-AL.P...........
t.C.L........

Unendorsed and Independents
Jkemnrtir Party
Coriirnut Party

Perceentage
or

Votrab Cast
45.863
42.15
4.8
3,26
2, U2

.66
5-3

So you can see, Mr. Speaker, that a
very substantial number of voters in
Western Australia preferred the Labor
Party to any other Party.

Mr. WV. A. Manning: H-ow does the
Leader of the Opposition bring the un-
opposed members into account in a total
like that?

Mr. TONKIN: I bring them into account
in this way: because they have found their
way into Parliament without a vote being
taken, therefore there is no method of
calculation known to science which would
enable one to work out a percentage in
those circumstances. I prefaced my
remarks in the first place by giving per-
centages of the total votes cast, and in the

go
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second illustration by giving percentages
of the total valid votes cast. If the mem-
ber for Narrogin can indicate to me how I
can work out a percentage when no votes
are cast, I would be pleased to listen to
him.

Mr. Craig: Isn't it logical to assume you
would not Put a candidate up against
certain Government opponents because Of
the prospect of not winning? If you had
done so, the percentage would be less.

Mr. TONKIN: If the Minister has so
much to say on this question I offer the
advice to him that he should get up and
make a speech.

Mr. Craig: I might do that, too.
Mr. Fletcher: He is just grasping at

straws!
Mr,, TONKINJ: it has to be admitted that

in the Subiaco electorate -not many votes
would have been required-some 50 only
were needed to go the other way-to have
deprived the Government of that seat, and
a similar situation in Kimberley-about
which I will have a little more to say-
would have reversed the decision in that
electorate, and, further, if 150 voters in
Merredin-Yilgarn had voted the other way
it would have reversed the result in that
constituency. So altogether, if a mere
250 votes out of the tens of thousands that
were cast had gone the other way it would
have changed the Government in Western
Australia.

Mr. Bovell: You don't quote Canning in
reverse.

Mr. TONKINT: I cannot see the point of
that interjection.

Mr. Bovell: Well, 110 votes there, or
whatever It was.

Mr. TONKIN*. What I am saying Is a
fact.

Mr. Bovell: But there is something on
the other side.

Mr, TONKIN,: if the Minister has an
argument to develop, let him get up and
develop it. I have an argument to develop
as I see it.

Mr. Bovell: I can quote the other way.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister may be able
to quote the other way, but had I had any
indication that the resultant vote in
Sublaco was to be so close, we would have
won the Subiaco seat. So, if the Minister
wants to pursue that line about ifs and
buts, the Minister can get some very
strange conclusions.

For, some time we seriously considered
lodging a complaint before the Court of
Disputed Returns in connection with the
Kimberley election. I want to make it
clear at the outset that I am not ascrib-
ing any responsibility for what happened
to the new member for Kimberley. I am
dealing with a set of established facts
which will prove beyond any doubt that

there were breaches of the law. There is
a difference of opinion between the Chief
Electoral Officer and myself as to the
magnitude of those breaches, but that is
not unexpected.

I will leave members to judge the posi-
tion for themselves, but there is no doubt
whatsoever-and I will establish It-that
there were breaches of the law In the
conduct of the election in the Kimberley
electorate. When rumours are rife one
naturally listens to them, endeavours to
form an opinion as to whether there is
any sound basis for them and, according
to what one thinks of them, either accepts
the rumours or rejects them, makes further
inquiries, or drops them altogether. I had
heard rumours of bribery in the district
which, of course, is a very serious offence;
offers which had been made to native
voters on the return of certain "how-to-
vote" cards after they had voted.

I endeavoured to establish whether there
was any evidence to support this rumour.
I could not get any evidence at all so
I did not pursue the matter. I must admit
I am not entirely satisfied about the posi-
tion, but I could not find any evidence,
and it was evidence I needed. But. there
is undoubted evidence in connection with
the voting which took place at Mowanjum
Mission, which is out of Derby, and at
Gogo Station, where there was a prepon-
derance of native voters.

In the 1965 election, the Labor candidate,
Mr. Rhatigan, obtained 28, votes at
Mowanjum Mission, and the L.C.L. candi-
date obtained five. At the recent election
the position was completely reversed. Mr.
Rhatigan polled four votes, and Mr. Ridge,
38. Let us have a good look at these
figures. They are completely distinct from
the pattern of voting throughout the whole
of the rest of the electorate. That polling
booth stands right out as being away from
the pattern. Those members who have
been through a series of elections will
know that there is a trend in elections.
One finds it in one box and it can be
carried through to another.

I know from my own experience that I
can look at a couple of boxes early and I
can pretty well calculate what the ultimate
result will be, because the trend seems to
be carried through to. other boxes; and,
not only does the trend go through
districts, but it also goes through the
whole of the State. Here is a situation
where the voting at Mowanium Mission
was completely unrelated to the voting
elsewhere in the electorate, with the ex-
ception of Gogo Station, where, I think
somewhat similar conditions were obtain-
ing.

At the Mowanjumn Mission a man was
appointed as assistant presiding officer;
not as a poll clerk. There was a presid-
Ing officer and assistant presiding officer
for voting, which was completed at that
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Polling Place, so I am told, in a couple of
hours. So one wonders why extra expense
was incurred by appointing an assistant
presiding officer when a poll clerk, whose
rate of pay is lower, could have been em-
ployed equally well for a couple of hours'
voting.

This assistant presiding officer, out of
the goodness of his heart, to assist the
voters, arranged for a native to go into
the polling booth when it opened, and to
be seated at a table in the polling booth,
and to mark the ballot papers of a num-
ber of voters who came in.

Mr. O'Connor: Is this the recent elec-
tion or a previous one?

Mr. TONKCIN: I am dealing with the
last general election that was held.

Mr. Court: Is this the first time this was
done?

Mr. TONKIN: I do not know.
Mr. Court: It is rather pertinent.

Mr. TONKIN: I am dealing with the
Kimberley election held during the last
general election, and I am telling the Mini-
ster what happened and why I considered
the party should make a claim to the
Court of Disputed Returns.

I have received a report from our strut-
ineer who was in the booth and who did
not know a great deal about the Electoral
Act. Had he known he would have ob-
jected to this procedure straightaway. But
this confirms what I have just said. I would
like to read the relevant portion of the
Act to show that there was a serious con-
travention. Section 115 of the Electoral
Act reads-

No candidate, shall in any way take
part in the conduct of an election;
and no one-

I repeat, "no one," Mr. Speaker-
-other than the Chief Electoral Officer
or an officer deputed by him, Presid-
ing Officer, Assistant Presiding Officer,
the poll clerks, doorkeepers, scrut-
ineers, and any member of the police
force on duty at a polling place, and
the electors voting or about to vote.
shall be permitted to enter or remain
in the polling place during the polling.

There Is a distinct prohibition and the
assistant presiding officer should have
known of that, as should the presiding
officer. But despite that distinct prohibi-
tion a native was brought in and given a
table to sit at and allowed to mark the
votes of certain of the voters coming in.
That is what the Chief Electoral Officer
calls a trivial breach-something done in
contravention of the law, where there is a
distinct prohibition against its being done.
* Mr. Graham: I think I will try this out
in Balcatta.

Mr. TONKIN: Let us now have a look
at section 129 which states--Z

At the request of any elector who is
blind, or who satisfies the presiding
officer that his sight is so impaired,
or that he is otherwise so physically
incapable that he is unable to vote
without assistance, or is unable to
read or write, the presiding officer
shall permit a person selected by the
elector to retire with the elector into
an unoccupied voting compartment
and there mark the paper according to
the instruction of the elector and on
behalf of the elector comply with the
requirements of paragraph (b) of sec-
tion one hundred and twenty-seven of
this Act, after having done which the
elector and the person so selected by
him, if not an electoral officer, shall
quit the polling place.

It does not say that the assistant presiding
officer can get hold of somebody, bring him
into the Polling booth, seat him conveni-
ently at a table, and allow him to stop
there and mark votes. But this is appar-
ently one of those trivial offences, at least
in the opinion of the Chief Electoral
Officer.

I ask you. Mr. Speaker-and you are
probably as well equipped as anybody in
this House to answer this question-why
are rules laid down in the law? Why are
prohibitions laid down in an Act of Par-
liament? Are they expected to be obeyed,
or are they to be disregarded and then
treated by those in authority as trivial
breaches not requiring any attention?

Let me read what was said by the
gentleman himself, John Francis Gordon
Watts, who was the assistant presiding
officer. I have here a statement supplied
to me by the Chief Electoral Officer after
I complained that he had not given suffici-
ent attention to the matters I had brought
before him.

In order to maintain some sort of se-
quence perhaps I should start at the com-
mencement and read the letter I sent to
the Chief Electoral Officer. This is dated
the 5th June, 1968, and reads as follows-

Mr. S. E. Wheeler,
Chief Electoral Officer,
Electoral Department,
54 Barrack Street,
Perth.
Dear Mr. Wheeler,

As you probably concluded, I have
been very concerned about the con-
duct of the election for the Kimberley
seat. Evidence has been Produced to
me of irregularities and also suggest-
tions that there was bribery involving
money and the promise of the issu-
ance of taxi plates.

As I have been unable to obtain-any
evidence of brlbeiy I make no charge
in connection with this aspect of my
concern.
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A reference to the voting results at
the booths of Mowanjam Mission,
Gogo Station (including La Grange
Mission) and Fitzroy Crossing, at all
of which places there was a prepon-
derance of native votes, reveals a
pattern of voting at those places
which is very different from the
general trend of voting throughout
the whole electorate. The large
majority of votes secured by Mr.
Ridge at the polling places mentioned
(128 Ridge-23 Rhatigan) is sugges-
tive of a regimentation of the native
vote and in fact there is evidence to
support such a view.

At Mowanjam, for example, the
Reverend John Watts, the Minister in
charge of the Mission, who was an
Assistant Presiding Officer, took into
the booth with him a native from the
Mission who remained throughout the
hours of polling (so I am informed)
and in the presence of the Rev. Watts,
marked the ballot papers of all the
natives who came in to vote.

Section 129 of the Electoral Act
makes provision for assistance to be
given to a voter who is blind, is dis-
abled or cannot write, but it stipulates
that the person who has been asked
and has given assistance shall quit the
polling place after having done so.

It is obvious therefore that the
presence of the native in the polling
booth at Mowanjam was a contraven-
tion of the Act and an incident which
was reported to me by Mr. Rhatigan's
scrutineer, is- highly suggestive that
the native brought Into the polling
booth was intent on getting as many
votes for Mr. Ridge as possible.

A native obtained his ballot paper
and then went over to the small table
at which was seated the native who
had been brought into the booth by
Mr. Watts for the purpose of marking
ballot papers. The voter placed how-
to-vote cards on the table with Mr.
Rhatigan's card uppermost and indi-
cated his desire to vote for Mr. Rhati-
gan by placing the point of his finger
on the Labor card and pointing to
Mr. Rhatigan's photograph. The
native filling in the ballot paper
looked up several times at the voter,
but did not record the vote and moved
the pencil from over the square for
Ridge to partway over the square for
Rhatigan, then back again to a posi-
tion immediately over the square op-
posite Ridge. He again hesitated and
then finally placed "I" In the square
opposite Ridge and "2' in the square
opposite Rhatigan. Mr. Rhatigan's
scrutineer immediately requested that
the Returning Officer have the ballot
Paper destroyed and a new one sup-
Plied, as he claimed the voter had
clearly indicated a vote in favour of
Rhatigan.

The native filling in the ballot paper
then spoke in his native tongue. The
Returning Officer acceded to the wish
of the scrutineer and issued a new bal-
lot paper. This was laid on the table
and the native who was there for the
purpose of marking ballot papers,
again spoke in his native tongue, fol-
lowing which the voter altered the
position of the how-to-vote cards and
placed Mr. Ridge's card uppermost.
The ballot paper was then marked
accordingly.

The presiding officer at Gogo was a
school teacher, who admitted to the
lion. Mr. Strickland, M.L.C., who was
acting as Mr. Rhatigan's scrutineer,
that Prior to the poll he had instructed
a number of natives in the method of
recording a vote; he also admitted this
to Mr. Rhatigan. I consider that the
presiding officer is open to criticism in
playing any part in the election outside
the official duties required of him.

Serious consideration has been given
to the lodging of an appeal with the
Court of Disputed Returns and had it
been possible to secure evidence to
substantiate the rumours of bribery
which were current, this course
would undoubtedly have been followed.
It having now been decided not to
lodge an appeal, I feel obliged to direct
your attention to the complaints men-
tioned above, in the hope that you will
have enquiries made and in due
course advise me of the result.

I received an interim reply to that letter
saying that my letter was receiving atten-
tion; and under date the 19th July, 1968.
I received the following letter from the
Chief Electoral Officer:-

The Leader of the Opposition.
Dear Sir,

Conjoint Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly General
Election-2Srd March. 1968.

Kimberley District
Referring to your letter of the 5th

June, 1968, 1 have to advise that en-
quiries have been carried out in regard
to the complaints made.

The suggestion of irregularities at
the Mowanjum Polling place was fully
investigated by the police and whilst
the report received does show that
some minor technical breaches of the
Electoral Act, 1907 (not warranting
prosecution) did occur, the report does
not support the suggestion of a regi-
mentation of the native vote as made
in your letter. I now have no reason
to doubt that the natives who voted at
Mowanjumn voted in accordance with
their desires.

I communicated direct with the per-
son who acted as Presiding Officer at
the Go Go Station polling place, Mr. A.
B. Jones, and his reply refutes any sug-
gestion that he is open to criticism.
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He contends that any advice to the
natives in the method of recording
a vote was supplied at the request of
the natives during adult classes some
weeks before the election. Mr. A. B.
Jones, who is a school teacher, is the
local Officer in Charge of Adult Native
Education.

I was not at all satisfied with that per-
functory attention to a serious complaint,
so I told the Chief Electoral Omfcer what
I thought about it. Under date the 22nd
July, 1968, 1 sent the following letter to
the Chief Electoral Officer:-

Dear Mr, Wheeler,
Conjoint Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly General
Election - 23rd March, 1968.
Kimberley District.

I acknowledge receipt of your letter
of 19th instant in reply to complaints
contained in my communication to you
of 5th June.

T am extremely disappointed at your
reply. You ignored completely my
reference to the Reverend John Watts
who was an Assistant Presiding Officer
and who took into the booth with him
a native from the Mission who re-
mained throughout the hours of poll-
ing and who marked the ballot papers
of the natives who came in to vote.

Is this what you call a "minor
technical breach" of the Electoral
Act?

In view of this occurrence I cannot
accept your view that the natives who
voted at Mowanjum voted in accord-
ance with their desires, as it appears
to me that under the circumstances it
is not unreasonable to assume that
some, if not all of them, could have
been intimidated.

As You did not contradict the state-
ment that the Reverend John Watts
had taken into the booth with him a
native who remained throughout the
hours of polling. I assume that this
indeed was the position and I regard
this occurrence as being a serious
breach of Section 129.

That letter brought forth the following
reply dated the 30th July, 1968, from the
Chief Electoral Officer:-

The Leader of the Opposition.
Dear Sir,

Conjoint Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly General
Election - 23rd March, 1968.
Kimnberley District.

I acknowledge receipt of Your letter
of the 22nd July, 1968, relative to this
election.

The reference to the Reverend John
Watts in your communication of the
5th June last, was not ignored and he
was one of the persons interviewed by

the Police in their investigations. A
copy of the statement made by him is
attached.

According to the police report, Alan
Mungulu is the victim of poliomyelitis
and is an invalid pensioner requiring
the aid of two metal appliances to
support him from the elbows, enabling
him to walk with difficulty. He only
remained in the polling place for
approximately. one and a half hours.
Also according to the Police report
Alan Mungulu did not mark papers in
the immediate presence of Mr. Watts,
,but did so under the direct supervision
of both Scrutineers, and he only
assisted approximately half of the
native voters.

I shall read what the Reverend Watts
said, and I quote from the copy of his
statement which has been furnished by
the Chief Electoral Officer. It is as
follows:-

John Francis Gordon WATTS states:
I am a Minister of Religion and

Superintendent of the Presbyterian
Aborigines Mission. It is referred to
as Mowanjum Mission and situated
six miles south of Derby.

I am 39 years of age.
At the State Elections held on the

23rd March, 1968, I was appointed
the Assistant Presiding officer at the
Mowanjumn Mission rolling Place.

The Presiding Officer was - Cyril
ARCHER.

The scrutineers were, Ron GREEN,
headmaster of the Derby Junior High
School for the Liberal candidate, and
Jim NEVILL for the Labour candidate.

Alf BROWN and Ray GRANT-
FROST were outside the hail handing
out 'how-to-vote" cards for both
candidates. BROWN was handing
out the Labour cards with GRANT-
FROST handing out the Liberal cards.

The Polling Place was the Church
building. The Presiding Officer and I
were seated at tables in the centre of
the building, towards the front. There
are double doors on both sides of the
building.

Alan MUNOULO was sitting at a
table alongside one of the entrance
doors, about 15 to 20 feet from the
Presiding Officer's table which was
next to my table.

I understand-
I would like to repeat that because I
am going to refer to it later. Continuing-

I understand that in previous elec-
tions, both Commonwealth and State,
it has been the practice for Alan
IVUNGtILU to be present in the Pol-
ling Place, for the purpose of assist-
ing illiterate native voters. At this
election this was a continuance of
previous arrangements.
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Notice the difference! He does not now
say. "I understand." He now says, "to my
knowledge." Continuing-

To my knowledge he was not asked
by Mr. ARCHER to be present in the
Polling Place, but on the day of the
election, I assumed that he would be
required to assist native voters who
were Illiterate, and I sent the vehicle
to convey him from his home to the
Polling Place.

Alan MUNGtUhU is a native aged 45
years, who is an invalid pensioner and
has been reasonably well educated and
can speak and write English. He
manages the Mission store. I under-
stand that he was a teacher at the
Derby State School for one year, 1957.

At 8 a.m. on the 23rd March, 198,
* those persons I have mentioned were

at the Mowanjum Mission Polling
2 Place.

At 8 a.m. a belt was rung to advise
the people that the Polling Place was
open.

* Most of those who were eligible to
vote had done so by 9.30 a.m.

The voters entered the Church
building individually, came to the table
where ARCHER and I were sitting to
confirm that they were enrolled, and
to have their name crossed off the
roll as they were given a Ballot Paper.

All the natives who voted were
known to both ARCHER and myself
by sight. I think they were all known
to ARCHER, but they were definitely
known to me.

When a voter came to my table, I
would recognize that person, announce
their name, which they acknowledged.
I then crossed the name off the roll
and ARCHER would give that person
an endorsed Ballot Paper. The voter
then proceeded direct to the ballot
booth which was situated in the
back corner of the Church, or, if
they required assistance, to Alan
MUNGULtY's table.

Apart from seeing individual voters
going to Alan MUNGULU's table, I
did not observe what went on there.

I knew that the scrutineers
would be watching the proceedings at
MUNGULU's table.

I know that on the 23rd March elec-
tion, there was one request for a new
Ballot Paper to be given to a voter.
I do not know the circumstances of
that incident. It was attended to by
Mr. ARCHER. The original Ballot
Paper was burnt and destroyed in the
presence of myself and Mr. ARCHER,
and also the sorutineers.

As I knew all the native voters, and
when I knew that they had all voted,
and after the two scrutineers had
gone, I left the hall to go to my house.

This is the assistant presiding officer!
To continue-

That would have been about midday.
MUNGULU had also left the hall prior
to my first departure.

I returned to the hail at various
times during the day. The only time
Mr. ARCHER left the Polling Place
was when we went to my house for
lunch. He took the ballot box and all
voting material with him.

Mr. Jamnieson: Highly irregular!
Mr. TONKIN: To continue-

He returned to the Polling Place
after lunch and remained there until
official closing time at 8 p.m. when
he brought the ballot box to the ]Derby
Court House.

MtTNGULTJ did not mark the Ballot
Papers of all those who came in to
vote. He only assisted those who
required and who went to him. for
assistance.

Those natives whom we thought did
not require assistance were directed
towards the Polling booth at the far
end of the hall.

Mr. Davies: Did he quote any figures?
Mr. Jamieson: He could have given the

numbers before they had been boxed.
Mr. 'Rushton: Did you inquire if they

did this in other years?
A member: I did.

Mr. TONKIN: To continue--
About half, or less, of the eligible

voters went to MUNGULU for assi-
stance. The others were able to
complete the Ballot Papers themselves.

As MUTNGULU Is a cripple requiring
the aid of two sticks to enable him to
walk, it was impossible for him to
readily leave the Polling Place after
each request for assistance. He would
then have had to walk back into the
hall to assist the next person requiring
help.

Alan MUNGIJLU was not brought
into the Polling Place to get as many
votes as possible for the liberal candi-
date-Mr. RIDGE, he was merely there
to assist those voters requiring help.

I know that the natives at Mowan-
jum had been discussing the election
since about November last year when
the two candidates became known.
Neither I, nor any member of the
Mission staff took Part in these
discussions with the natives. I did not
influence them, or attempt to influence
the natives in any way concerning the
elections.

The only exception to this was one
day, Albert BARUNGA approached
me and discussed- the general tenor
of the way in which the candidates
were presenting their campaigns.
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I know that shortly before the elec-
tion, the Liberal Party Branch at
Derby sent Albert BARUNGA to
Broome for election purposes.

Prior to the Election, on a visit to
Derby by Mr COURT M.L.A., I re-
ceived a request from representatives
of the Liberal Party to convey the
people of Mowanjum Mission into
Derby for a Liberal Party public elec-
tion meeting. I refused the request
as tbe people could decide for them-
selves whether they wished to attend
the meeting.

Although the Labour Party were
holding a similar meeting on the fol-
lowing Thursday night, no request was
received of a similar nature.

One day as I was pulling out of the
baker's shop in Derby, there was a
big sign quoting Mr RHATTIGAN as
being born and bred in the Kixnber-
leys and to my surprise a native in
my vehicle-Elkin UMBAGAT, re-
marked to me-"He's done nothing
for us all these years".

In the native language there is a
term known as 'RUMBID' which is
the equivalent of 'relative' in the
European language only it covers a
wider range of relatives, including
'in-laws'. People connected by 'RUM-
3mD' amongst the natives, are not
Permitted to face each other at any
time. A 'RUbMIm' is always male
and female.

Therefore such people will avoid
each other and must do it according
to their tribal law. In this way
natives can be seen to go out of their
way to by-pass each other as they
are connected by 'RIJMBID'. Even
in a family group, through 'RTD,
connections, the members of that
family affected, would not look at
each other.

In a formal situation, if strangers,
Particularly white strangers are pre-
sent, the native is apt to be reserved
and keep their eyes averted from other
People. Also this is brought about
by the 'RUMB3ID' situation.

A 'RUMEID' is also not permitted
to mention the name of another
'RtJMBm'.

The Present strength of the native
voting, is contained amongst those
natives of the age groups who still
adhere to tribal laws and social cus-
toms. Younger natives have Yet to
attain the voting age, in my opinion,
these Younger natives will be more
independent of tribal customs.

For the life of me I have been unable
to work out what this stuff about "rumbid"
bas got to do with the irregularities that
occurred in the election.

Mr. Jamieson: Who was the "rumbid,"
Rhatigan or Ridge?

Mr. TONKIN: There are a number of
points about this which disturb me very
greatly. Firstly, there was so little voting
at this place, so we are told, that it was
all over in 11 hours. Yet it required a
presiding officer and an assistant presid-
ing officer, and the assistant presiding
officer was able to run in and out at will,
and both the presiding officer and his
assistant went off at 12 o'clock. Pre-
sumably they closed the booth, although
the law states that it must remain open
continuously from 8 am. till 8 p.m.

Mr. Graham: Perhaps they left Mun-
gulu in charge.

Mr. TONKIN: The Chief Electoral
officer considers this ragtime show just
a matter of some trivial breaches. I direct
the attention of members to the following
part of the statement:-

Those natives whom we thought did
not require assistance were directed
towards the polling booth at the far
end of the hall.

Let us have another look at section 129.
which reads-

At the request of any elector who
is blind, or who satisfies the presid-
ing officer that his sight is so impaired,
or that he is otherwise so physically
incapable that he is unable to vote
without assistance, or is unable to
read or write, the presiding officer
shall permit a Person selected by the
elector-

Not planted there for him. To continue-
-to retire with the elector into an
unoccupied voting compartment-

Not to vote there at the door in the lull
view of other People coming in. But this
is just another trivial breach!I I think
it must be agreed that what took place
at the Mowanjumn Mission was unlawful.

Mr. Lewis: How many votes were cast
there?

Mr. TONIN: I think about 30-odd.
There were 38 votes for the Liberal can-
didate and four for the Labor candidate.

Mr. Graham: That does not happen
even in the middle of Dalkeith.

Mr. Lapham: Jack Rhatigan had the
bone pointed at him.

Mr. TONKIN: If that is not proof of
preregimrentation. I do not know what
is.

Mr. Lewis: Any informal?
Mr. TONKIN: Ho. There were no in-

formal votes under these circumstances!
Mr. Jamieson: Too well organised!

Mungulu earned his money!
Mr. TONKIN: A very good point!
Mr. Jamieson: Glad you made it,
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Mr. Lewis: There were plenty of people
apparently who voted without assistance.

Mr. Fletcher: They were very well
drilled!

Mr. TONKIN: We do not know how many
voted without assistance. We have only
an ex varte statement that about half
of them did. We have no evidence as to
how many did and how many did not. My
information is that all the natives received
assistance.

Mr. Lewis: Where did you obtain the
information?

Mr. TONKIN: That is my business.
Mr. Lewis: I thought you might be pre-

pared to disclose it.

Mr. TONKIN: I want to state what hap-
pened at Gogo, where Mr. Strickland was
the Labor scrutineer. At Gogo the natives
came in with Mr. Ridge's card which had
the name of the native neatly typed on the
back of it. The procedure was for the
native to go to the table, say nothing, but
present the card, upon which the return-
ing officer, without asking any questions at
all as set out in the Act, issued a ballot
paper. When a native had proceeded some
short distance In this way, Mr. Strickland
queried whether the native present-
ing one of these cards was the person he
purported to be.

He purported to be George Widdjoe,
number 2659 on the Kimnberley roll. But
he was not George Widdjoc. When Mr.
Strickland challenged him and said to the
presiding officer, "I do not think tis is
the man he is supposed to be," he was
asked his name and he gave an entirely
different one. Therefore he was hustled
out of the polling booth. Now the ques-
tion arises: How many other impersona-
tions took place?

Mr. Court: I cannot imagine Mr. Strick-
land-

Mr. TONqKIN: It is no good imagining
anything!

Mr. Court: -letting them get away with
anything. He knows the Kimberley dis-
trict so well.

Mr. Jamieson: He was not there all the
time.

Mr. Brand: Why not?
Mr. TONKIN: Here is a case where a

native presented Mr. Ridge's how-to-vote
card with his name on it. I have evidence
to substantiate that a number of others
did the same thing.

Mr. Jamieson: They were issued to
anyone.

Mr. TONKIN: On one occasion the
Liberal Party worker was outside. This
was not at Gogo. This was another booth.
He came into the booth, displayed a card,
and asked the presiding officer, "Is this
man on the roll?"

The Labor scrutineer objected, at which
the presiding officer, to his credit, told
the inquirer to get outside and find out,
He was not a voter at all. Now the strong
suspicion here is based on what happened
in connection with George Widdice. The
strong suspicion is that there were others
who acted similarly. How many, of course,
is mere conjecture. That, however, is no
good; we want evidence. But here is
definite evidence of what was tried out.
That native could not have printed his
own name on the back of the card; it
must have been given to him by someone
who knew he was not the person con-
cerned.

Mr. Janmieson: That man has gone walk-
about.

Mr. TONKIN: Is it any wonder that
Labor fared so badly, under those
circumstances, in certain polling booths
where there was a preponderance of
native votes? If one looks through
the returns for the Kimberley elec-
torate, and checks the polling booths
one by one, one can see how the voting
at Gogo and Mowanjum was completely
out of character. Less than 100 votes sep-
arated the candidates at the finish. That
is a most unusual circumstance.

As I said earlier, when dealing with this
question, the trend of voting seems to
carry on from district to district, from
electorate to electorate, and from polling
booth to polling booth during an elec-
tion. Whilst it is not impossible that such
a situation could genuinely arise, in my
opinion it is unlikely. If other members
have a different Idea, I cannot say mnucb
about that.

Mr. Bovell: But you have cast doubts
on the integrity of a school teacher and a
reverend gentleman.

Mr. TONKIN: I will satisfy the minister:
I am casting a lot of doubts on the validity
of this election.

Mr. Bovell: You are casting doubt on
the integrity of these two men.

Mr. TONKIN: Not only saying so, but
producing evidence of definite breaches of
the law.

Mr. Court: I do not understand why you
did not take the action open to you if you
felt so strongly.

Mr. TONKINT: That remark does the
Minister for the North-West less than jus-
tice. The Minister, as an accountant,
would have to study a lot of law. He is
not in the kindergarten stage in connec-
tion with the study of law, and if he reads
the section of the Act dealing with the
court of Disputed Returns, he will know
how difficult it is to upset an election unless
one is in the Position to Prove bribery.
Although it could be established that there
were a number of unlawful procedures, in
the reading of the Act that would not
necessarily cause the Court of Disputed
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Returns to upset the election, or to order
a fresh election. We considered all tbese
aspects. We had to consider the expense
involved, the chance of succeeding with-
out being in the position definitely to
prove bribery. Then, a further considera-
tion was that it would not make any dif-
ference to the ultimate result of the elec-
tion. I will tell the Minister this: Had
the change of Government depended on
this seat, there is no doubt whatever what
we would have done.

Mr. Court: That surprises me because
in your mind there must be a Principle
involved one way or the other.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, there is a principle.
Mr. Court: You have cast a reflection on

a school teacher and a reverend gentle-
man and those poor chaps have no chance
of answering you in this place.

Mr. Jamnieson: You have the answer in
-a depositi on.

Mr. Court: They have made their state-
ments and have been excused.

Mr. TONKIN: Which, in my opinion,
involves them very substantially.

Mr. Court: They have been accused, to
say the least, of some malpractice. That is
'how I understand it.

Mr. TONKIN: They have been guilty of
a breach of the law, and what is more I
have proof.

Mr. Court: I do not think it is fair to
those gentlemen, that you do not let the
case rest.

Mr. Graham: The fact is that the Mini-
ster was in the north and had something
to do with this.

Mr. Court; I was not in the north when
the elections were held.

Mr. TONKIN: Are we to accept the
-proposition that when the law says one
cannot do something and one does it, then
that is all right? It is as simple as that.
The law says that one cannot sit in the
polling booth during the hours of polling.
Yet, on the Reverend Watts's own admis-
sion, the men who presided there per-
mitted just that.

Mr. Court: As they did at the previous
-election.

Mr. TONKIN: That is number one. The
next thing is that a voter, requiring as-
sistance, has to request It and the person
giving the assistance has to retire with
'him to a voting compartment. Neither of
those things was done. The third thing
is that having given the assistance-
whether the person giving it had polio-
.myelitis or not-the law says he has to
-quit the booth, and Mungulu. did not.

Mr. Brand: I think a lot of these irregu-
larities became apparent because the Labor
.Party did not win the seat.

Mr. TONKIN: That is your explanation.
Does, the Premier agree that these breaches
of the law are trivial?

Mr. Brand: I should think so.

Stting suspended from 8.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TONKIN: In reply to my query the
Premier expressed the opinion that the
occurrences at Mowanjum Mission and
Gogo, about which I have complained,
were trivial. His attitude is very disap-
pointing, because it apparently means that
no effort will be put forward by the Gov-
ernment to prevent a repetition. One
wonders why such provisions are in the
law if they are as trivial as the Premier
would have us believe. Surely they were
included in the law for a special purpose;
that is, to preserve the secrecy of the
ballot and to prevent undue influence. I
regard them as very important provisions.
When they are so flagrantly disregarded
it is very disturbing to hear the Premier
of the State express the opinion that they
are trivial.

Before I leave the subject, I think I
should make some further explanation as
to why we did not proceed to the Court
of Disputed Returns. Earlier I did not
have an opportunity to turn up the Act;.
but I indicated that, because of the pro-
visions in the Act, we felt it inadvisable
to proceed since the fate of the Govern-
ment did not depend on the result.

I shall quote the relevant sections of
the Act and it will be readily seen how
in the -circumstances it would have been
quite a gamble to take the matter to the
Court of Disputed Returns. However, that
is no reason why we should not complain
about unlawful practices. Section 164
reads In part-

The Court of Disputed Returns shall
not declare that any person returned
was not duly elected, or declare any
election void-

(a) on the ground of any illegal
practice committed by any
person other than the candi-
date and without his know-
ledge or authority;

We could not proceed under that pro-
vision, because we are making no charge
at all against the candidate, nor do we
say that what went on at MowanJuin or
Gogo was with his knowledge. That brings
mne to the only other ground under para-
graph (b), which reads as follows:-

(b) on the ground of any illegal
practice,-

That, of course, was our ground. To
continue-

-other than bribery or corruption
or attempted bribery or corruption,
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unless the Court is satisfied that the
result of the election was intended to
be and was actually affected thereby,-

The margin was 99 votes. We were cer-
tainly concerned over what took place at
Mowanjumn and Qogo, but there were not
sufficient votes, even if they had all been
cast our way-and we could not claim the
lot-to have affected the result of the elec-
tion. It was extremely doubtful. As they
were the only grounds upon which we
could give consideration to proceeding it is
perfectly obvious that, as we would not be
able to prove bribery or corruption, we
would be unlikely to succeed. However, I
repeat that had the fate of the Govern-
ment depended upon it, we would have
contested it since there is not the slightest
doubt we could have established illegal
practice.

Mr. Court: Mre not cases on record in
connection with our Legislative Assembly
where a court of disputed returns has
ordered another election when there has
been no question of bribery or corruption?

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, but they were on
matters different from illegal practices.
There were some disputes over irregulari-
ties through nominations by telegram in-
stead of in the ordinary way. I believe they
were concerned with technical difficulties
such as that. I remember the case of the
late Mr. Coverley, who was involved in one
of these disputes before the Court of Dis-
puted Returns. The late Norbert Keenan
was his counsel and he succeeded in
obtaining a fresh election. However, it was
not in regard to illegal practice but in con-
nection with some irregularity against
which a challenge had been made. This
is an entirely different matter.

We could have lodged a claim in the
Court of Disputed Returns only on the
grounds of illegal practices. We sought
counsel's advice, but in our view we were
not in a position to be reasonably sure we
could demonstrate that, although the ille-
gal practices occurred, they concerned a
sufficient number of votes to have actually
affected the result of the election. That
was the important question. Had there
been only one seat in doubt, and if that
seat could have decided whether or not
there would be a change of Government,
we would certainly have tested it out.

However we do not have funds available
to us such as those which are available to
members on the Government side. our
resources are very limnited. We spent to the
limit in connection with the election and
we were not in the position of being able
to face substantial expenditure on a case
which was doubtful anyhow and which,
even if it had been won, would still not
change the Government. it is better to
save our funds for next time.

Despite the opinion of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, who considers these are only
trivial matters which should not exercise
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his mind very much, I hope we obtain
some assurances--for what assurances are
worth coming from the Government side-
that steps will be taken to stop this sort
of practice and for elections to be run In
accordance with the law. That is what
we ask. Let the Chief Electoral officer see
that officers are appointed who stay at
their job and keep the polling booth open
and who, furthermore, obey the instruc-
tions which exist for the guidance of pre-
siding officers and assistant presiding
officers.

It was part of Labor policy during the
election to say that if we became the
Government we would favour the con-
struction of the northern section of the
inner-ring road as against the southern
leg. I believe the proposal for the con-
struction of the southern leg should be
scrapped. I said that at the election and
subsequent to the election I have received
some support for my point of view. I
quote from The West Australian of the
30th May, this year, which reads--

The Perth Chamber of Commerce
believes planning authorities have not
convincingly answered criticisms of
Perth's planned ring road and freeway
system.

The chamber's civic affairs com-
mittee, after completing a study of
the metropolitan region plan, says that
there could be a strong case for a
major modification of the scheme.

The committee believes there could
be a case for scrapping the controver-
sial southern leg of the ring road.

I hold the same opinion. That is further
emphasised by a. statement which ap-
peared in The West Australian of the 16th
July last, which reads--

Implementation of a, report on the
inner-ring freeway system by consult-
ants De Leuw Cather could have a
detrimental effect on Perth's growth,
according to a report submitted to the
Perth City Council yesterday.

The F.C.C. report was prepared by
acting city planner Leif Nilsson.

Mr. Nilsson said that the con-
clusions of the study appeared to have
been reached by having regard for
highway planning principles to the
exclusion of the overall interests of
the city.

He said that priority in the freeway
system should be given to the con-
struction of the Busswood Island
bridge and the northern leg of the
freeway.

The city needed the northern leg,
and without the southern leg (on the
Perth Water foreshore) a better
environment would result.

I hope the Government will take some
notice of those opinions-which are not
without authority-and will have a very
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serious look at these proposals before
deciding to go ahead with the southern
leg and to neglect the northern leg.

I now propose to say something about
taxation and the very steep increases
which have resulted from new valuations.
However, before I do so I would like to
remind the Minister for the North-West
that I did not have long to wait for con-
firmation of the view I expressed last
night that the stamp tax, as between
States, was causing income tax to be
discriminatory.

In this morning's paper there is an indi-
cation that the Civil Service Association
had obtained Queen's Counsel advice to
the effect that it was discriminatory. So
that would appear to provide some ground
for the remarks I have already expressed.
I know the Government does not take
much notice of what I say in these matters,
but a Queen's Counsel has expressed his
opinion on the subject, and apparently
there is likely to be a challenge in the court
on the question.

In the Assembly yesterday I asked a
series of questions of the Treasurer on
taxation. The important questions were
evaded. It could be that the information
I sought was not readily available in the
records of the Taxation Department-I
repeat: readily available-but there is no
doubt it is available in the records of that
department. It has to be. To be more
specific, I asked the Treasurer which dist-
ricts have been revalued since last year
for the purpose of assessing land tax and
metropolitan region improvement tax. In
answering that question the Treasurer
gave me a list of districts.

In the second question I asked what was
the average percentage increase on valua-
tions on all private homes to be valued. I
believe, rightly or wrongly, that an officer
could obtain a list of the districts revalued
and he would have an idea where the
valuations are highest and so calculate the
Percentage of the highest one. Surely
records are available for that purpose.

In question three I asked what was the
largest Percentage by which the valuation
of any private home had been increased,
and in which district was the property
located. Those two questions were lumped
together and the answer to them, which
had been given previously, was that since
land tax is assessed on the unimproved
value of land, it was taken that private
homes referred to land on which homes
are erected, and that information was not
available from taxation records.

So we are told it is impossible for the
Treasurer to ascertain the average per-
centage increase in valuations and the
district in which the highest increase had
taken place. If the records are so incom-
plete as to make it impossible to answer
those questions, I am amazed.

The next question I asked was which
districts had been revalued more than
once during the last eight years: which
districts once only; and which not at all.
From the answer we find that there are
two districts which have not been re-
valued in the last eight years, and yet
other districts have been revalued more
than once.

What is going on? I can understand
there will be a rotation and that one group
of districts will be revalued and then an-
other group, but what is the justification
for revaluing some districts more than
once and others not at all in eight years?
My word, those districts which have not
been revalued during the past eight years
are certainly having a holiday!

My interest in this matter arose from
some assessments which were sent to me
for perusal by way of complaint. In the
list which the Treasurer gave me I noticed
the district of Mosman Park has been re-
valued more than once in the last eight
years and it is from this district that a
number of complaints has come. Thie first
one I quote is from the owner of the pro-
perty situated in 25 Swan Street, Mosman
Park. Last year he was taxed on a valua-
tion of $1,300, and his tax amounted to
$9.34. This year he was given an assessment
which showed that his valuation had risen
from $1,300 to $5,100, and his tax had
increased from $9.34 to $41.43.

Mr. Bickerton: The Treasurer has cer-
tainly got the gift of the grab.

Mr. TONKIN: From the district of Mos-
man Park, which has been revalued more
than once in eight years, I have another
complaint from the owner of the property
at 23 Swan Street. Last year the value of
this property was $1,040, but this year it
has risen to $3,500. The tax has increased
from $7.47 to $28.43. The next complaint
is from the owner of a property situated
at 4 Swan Street, Mosman Park. Last year
his valuation was $1,260, and this year it
is $6,500. His tax has gone up from $9.06
to $40.62.

There was a further case which appar-
ently I have mislaid, but it was the shining
example of them all, and represented an
increase of some 600 per cent. in 12
months.

Mr. Dunn: They are all related to the
current market value of the land.

Mr. TONKIN: How would the honourable
member like to be confronted with a bill
this year which was 600 per cent. more
than it was last year?

Mr. Dunn: I would rather sell the land
at the current market price than at the
old price.

Mr. TONKIN: So the honourable mem-
ber thinks these increases are all right?

Mr. Dunn: They are all in accordance
with the legislation passed.
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Mr. TONKIN: I certainly do niot think
they are all right. I have found the case I
had mislaid, Mr. Speaker. It happens to
be in your own district. The valuation last
year was $2,680 and this year the valua-
tion is $13,650. The tax has gone from
$19.26 to $117.74. It is little wonder that
the Premier's Department could not find
the information to give the percentages.

There are serious effects flowing from
the substantial increases. The Administra-
tion Act provides that if an estate does
not exceed $5,000 in value, application can
be made direct to the Master of the Court.
In other words there is no need to employ
a solicitor, and a member of Parliament
or some other person can put the estate
through for probate with the assistance of
the officers of the court.

But if the estate exceeds $5,000, that can-
not be done. These very substantial in-
creases in valuation will result in practic-
ally everybody being forced to engage the
services of a lawyer, even when the estate
consists of only one item, the house in
which the person resides.

I think some attention ought to be given
to this aspect, because it is bad. People
should not be forced to go to lawyers and
be compelled to find the fees when there is
only one item in an estate, simply because
the valuations have risen so steeply.

So I hope that when the Premier in-
troduces his legislation to deal with land
tax-and he has already indicated he
proposes to do something about it-he will
do something to check this system which
seems to be in operation-that of revalu-
ing some places once in eight years; of
revaluing other districts more than once
in eight years; and of revaluing other
districts within 12 years. That needs some
explanation. It will never be justified,
but it needs some explanation.

Apropos this question of land and
houses, I asked sonme questions yesterday
in connection with procedures adopted by
certain land agents who charge letting
fees to tenants as well as to landlords.
Asz a result of what was published in the
paper I had some telephone calls today
from people who complained about some
other aspects of which I had no knowledge.
I have been told authoritatively, and evi-
dence has been Produced, that it is the
custom of some people, who have invested
fairly substantially in flats for the purpose
of letting them, to appoint estate agents
as managers on the basis of a straightout
percentage on the gross proceeds.

It has been found that, in addition to
this remuneration which they regard as
adequate, the agents concerned have also
charged letting fees to tenants who come
into the flats; and, of course, the more
frequent the turnover the more fees they
receive. One of the complainants told
me that when he took up this question
with his managers the answer he received

was, "We were not going to be left out
in the cold; everybody else is doing it."

It did not matter about the situation
in which the tenant found himself. I just
cannot imagine that these people have
consciences at all. Here they are being
paid an adequate remuneration to manage
blocks of flats-and the percentage was
quoted to me. and I agreed it should be
adequate-but on top of that they demand
one week's rent from the tenants before
allowing them into the flats.

The situation is crying out for Govern-
ment attention, and I hope Cabinet will
give a great deal of attention to tighten-
ing up the law in connection with this
matter, in an attempt to control the situa-
tion in the interests of the unfortunate
tenants who are being Pushed from
one place to another, and who are finding
it extremely difficult to get accormmoda-
tion.

A very good suggestion was Put to me-
at least that is my opinion of it-that
the Government should endeavour to
establish a scholarship or foundation to
permit one trade unionist a year to at-
tend the University to become better quali-
fied for the task ahead of him. I think
there is a great deal of merit in this
suggestion which comes from the Trades
and Labour Council. The unions appre-
ciate that in their appearances before the
Industrial Commission at the moment
their advocates are at a distinct disadvan-
tage because the men against whom they
are opposed have a far better education.

The trade unionist normally comes from
a working class family, and with univers-
ity fees as high as they are, and with
these fees rising almost every year. it is
becoming increasingly difficult for young
People from working class families to ob-
tain a university education. I think it is
in the interests not only of good relation-
ship within the State, but of improved
relationship between employer and em-
ployee that the advocates of trade unions
should be well-educated men.

Education must, necessarily, bring en-
lightenment. There is no satisfactory sub-
stitute for experience, but add to experi-
ence a sound education and we then have
some very good equipment.

I put the suggestion forward on behalf
of the trade unions, that the Government
should give consideration to financing at
least one trade unionist a year to permit
him to leave his employment and study
full-time at the University-perhaps he
could study a course in, say, economics.
He could then graduate and be fully in-
formed on the subject with which he has
to deal.

I think that would justify itself in the
dividends which would be paid as a result
of a better employer-employee relation-
ship, and there would be less wasting of
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the time of the court which is inevitable
if those handling the cases are not fully
qualified and knowledgable. I trust the
Government will give some consideration
to this question.

I1 know the Government will be disap-
pointed-especially the Minister f or Police
-if I do not have something to say about
the Totalisator Agency Board. This is a
very disturbing situation; and it Is an
illustration which I promised earlier when
I told new members that although this
Parliament is the highest court in the
land, they can never be sure that they
will get either law or justice. To take the
events in their sequence, I refer back to a
question which I asked the Premier on the
12th November, 1983. It is recorded on page
2619 of the 1963 Mansard. My question
was-

Is he aware that because the chair-
man of the Western Australian Tota-
lisator Agency Board is allowing the
board's agents to accept telephone bets
without requiring the establishment of
adequate credit accounts the board's
agencies are commnon gaming houses?

The Premier's answer was-
No. I am informed that proper

credit accounts are established.
A Royal Commission was appointed to
go into this question. On the assurance
of the Premier that he had been informed
that proper credit accounts had been esta-
blished, let us see what the Royal Com-
missioner had to say. On page 137 of his
report the following appears:-

However, on the positive side I have
the most firm view that the board
should not leave itself in a situation
where the legality of a telephone
credit betting system is, putting it as
neutrally as I can, open to argument.

On page 138 of the report he had this
to say-

Furthermore, in my view there are
other cogent reasons which suggest
that the system should be changed.
They are:-

(1) It is a credit betting system
which was not contemplated
by the original Act and which
therefore has no direct legal
limitations.

With distinct relevance to the answer
given by the Premier which I have Just
quoted. I find this in the report of the
Royal Commissioner-

The deposit account procedure has
been aptly described by many wit-
nesses as a "sham" and a "fiction",
and I do not consider this description
is inaccurate. The agent signs the
form as agent for the bettor, and puts
a nominal deposit on the form and
the bettor does nothing more than
bet "on the nod".

Yet the Premier was informed that
Proper credit accounts had been estabi-
shed.

On page 143 of the report the Royal
Commissioner recommended-

That the present practice of permit-
ting an agent of the board to establish
or maintain the bettor's account in
credit should be discountinued imme-
diately,

This report was made last year, follow-
Ing which the Government took so much
notice of the Royal Commissioner's recom-
mendation that it declared it would allow
this procedure to continue for a further
six months. From what I have been led
to believe that procedure is still continuing,
although the Royal Commissioner recom-
mended that it should be discontinued im-
mediately.

Mr. Craig: He recommended that alter-
natively a credit rating system be Intro-
duced.

Mr. TONICIN:. He recommended that the
system should be discontinued, but the
Government was prepared to allow it to
continue for a further six months.

Mr. Craig: If you read the whole of the
recommendation you will find the Royal
Commissioner said, "Or alternatively in-
troduce a credit rating system."

Mr. TONKIN: No, he did not. From
time to time the Chairman of the T.A.B.
has attempted to justify its procedures by
saying that what was being done was in
accordance with the legal opinion given
by the board's solicitors, Parker & Parker.

Mr. Craig: And by the Crown Solicitor.

Mr. TONKIN: I asked that that opinion
be tabled in Parliament, but my request
was refused. I was fortunate enough sub-
sequently to come into possession of that
opinion, and I have it here. I say without
the slightest hesitation that the board's
procedures were not in accordance with
that opinion.

When the Royal Commissioner was
apointed to inquire into these matters, and
the T.A.B. was arguing that what it was
doing was in accordance with this legal
opinion, the solicitors for the Daily News
sought the production of that opinion. Be-
lieve it or not, the T.A.B. declined to tender
this opinion, and successfully asked that
it should not be made to do so for the
very obvious reason that had this opinion
been tendered the whole case would have
fallen to the ground. Lest there be any
doubt about this I quote from page 137
of the Royal Comimissiorfer's report. This
is what he had to say about the point-

Whatever may be the legal merits
of this scheme, it is quite clear that
for practical purposes it places the
agent in a somewhat invidious posi-
tion. in effect, in what is the one
transaction the agent Is acting both
as the agent for the board and agent
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for the bettor. I am not unmind-
ful of the fact that for legal purposes
the transaction can be divided up into
watertight compartments, so that the
agent really at no one precise time can
be said to be acting both for the board
and the bettor. But have legal
sophistries any real part in a gaming
transaction such as this?

Naturally enough1 before it commenced to
put such a scheme into operation the board
obtained advice by way of opinion from
its solicitors, Parker & Parker. This is
the relevant portion--

The Production of this opinion was
objected to before the Commission by
Counsel for the Board, on the ground
that it was privileged. Although I
ruled that technically this was cor-
rect, it appeared to me to be a rather
peculiar claim to make, as the evi-
dence of the Chairman of the Board
indicated that copies of the opinion
were given by him to some six agents
in 1961 and no restrictions whatever
were placed or endeavoured to be
Placed on their use.

The obvious reason, as I have already
said, was to prevent the production of this
opinion so as to make it impossible for
the judge to know that what the board
was doing was not in acccrdance with the
opinion at all.

When I found out that the Government
was not going to heed the recommendation
of the Royal Commissioner, I wrote to His
Excellency the Governor and pointed out-

Mr. Craig: The Government did heed the
recommendations of the Royal Comrmis-
sioner.

Mr. TONKINT: It did not.
Mr. Craig: It did so.
Mr. TONKIN: The Royal Commissioner

said that this should be discontinued im-
mediately, and the Government said It
would carry it on for a further six months.

Mr. Craig: Three months.
Mr. TONKIN: Until the end of June,

which, was six months.
Mr. Craig: We did not need six months.
Mr. TONKI: The Governor, of course,

is advised by the Cabinet, but it is expected
in a democracy that he will be given the
correct -and truthful advice. But this
Government sees it a different way. When
I say, "This Government" perhaps that is
not strictly true. Perhaps I should have
said, "A Government of the same com-
lexion as the present Brand Government,"
although I think I am right in saying,
"This Government." It would be "this Gov-
ermnent" in 1960. I asked the following
question:_

if in determining the "appropriate
time" for the appointment of Com-
missioners under section 12 of the
Electoral Districts Act the Govern-
ment leaves insufficient time for the

Commissioners properly to discharge
their duties under the Act, would the
Government be giving the right advice
to the Governor with regard to the
appointment of the Commissioners?

Mr. Speaker, listen to this reply-
Whatever advice is given to His Ex-

cellency the Governor, it will be what
the Government considers to be the
right advice.

I suppose we can add, "in the circum-
stances."

First of all, I propose to read this legal
opinion of Parker & Parker which the
T.AB. would not produce. It is dated the
24th May, 1961, and reads as follows:-

Dear Sir,
re-Appointment of Agents and

Establishment of Credits.
After a consideration of Sections

17, 33 and 34 of the Act, and regula-
tions 13, 20, 21 and 23, we have
reached the following conclusion.

There does not appear to be any-
thing in the Act or any of the Regu-
lations to prevent an agent for the
Board lending money to a bettor for
the purpose of establishing or main-
taining his credit account: but the
money would have to be lent in cash
or by cheque "paid by the Bank" be-
fore the, bet is accepted; and before
accepting the bet the agent would
have to perform some overt act, which
amounts to a recording of the deposit
in the trust account he keeps on be-
half of the Board and an acknow-
ledgment of receipt of the money. i.e.,
the making out of a receipt in the
name and on behalf of the Board.

I have no hesitation in saying that at no
time did the board comply with that legal
advice. If there is any doubt on the sub-
ject, I suggest to members they read this
report where it says that the deposit ac-
count system was a sham and a fiction.
That being the situation, this went on-

If the agent lends the money to the
bettor to open a deposit account he
must ensure that an application in
writing signed by the applicant has
been received by him on behalf of the
Board before he accepts any bet.

Yet the evidence before the Royal Com-
missioner showed that the agents them-
selves wrote out the application forms
without receiving any money at all. We
have the situation where the Premier
comes and says, "I am informed that pro-
per credit accounts are established."

Perhaps I should complete this Quota-
tion before I develop the matter further.
It says-

In view of the need for the agent
to perform the overt acts mentioned
above, we doubt if it would be practic-
able for the transaction of loan to be
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arranged and the bet to be made and
accepted by the agent in the same
telephone conversation.

Mr. Maher asked if it would be sufficient
for the agent to make out a cheque' in
favour of the board and the answer in this
legal opinion is, "No." Nevertheless that is
the procedure which the board followed.
So, because I was completely dissatisfied
with the way the Government was disre-
garding the report of the Royal Commis-
sion, I wrote to His Excellency, and I pro-
Pose to read this correspondence.

Mr. O'Connor: What is the date?

Mr. TONKIN: The 18th April, 1968. The
letter reads as follows:-

Your Excellency,
It haas been reported that the Gov-

ernment is permitting the Totalisator
Agency Hoard to continue in opera-
tion for a further three months a
system of credit betting-

That is a further three months from the
18th April. Continuing:-

-of which Royal Commissioner
Judge Forrest reported to Your Excel-
lency in part as follows:

"In my view it is not desirable for a
semi-government organisation. to per-
sist with a system the legality of which
is at least open to attack. I desire to
state my position very clearly on this
point. I am not to be taken as saying
that I disagree with the opinion of
Parker & Parker.

May T interpolate here and say that the
Royal Commissioner was not in a position
to know whether he disagreed with the
opinion of Parker & Parker, because he had
never seen it.

Mr. Craig: It was not in his province to
do so even if he had seen it. He did make
reference to that in the report.

Mr. TONKIN: The point I am making is
that the Commissioner said, "I am not to
be taken as saying I disagree with the
opinion of Parker & Parker."

Mr. Craig: 'That is it.
Mr. TONKINq: I am pointing out he was

in no position to agree or disagree as he
did not know what was in it, because the
T.AB. would not show it to him. The
opinion he gained of what was in that
opinion was from what the chairman of
the board told him was in It. That is the
point. It goes on-

Whether or not the Hoard is now
complying with that opinion no doubt
is another matter, but again I am not
deciding that.

Again I say that he was in no position to
decide it because he did not know what was
in the opinion. The T.A.B. saw to that.

Mr. Craig: The magistrate at Bunbury
upheld Parker & Parker.

Mr. TONKIN: To continue the quote-
However, on the positive side I have
the most firm view that the Board
should not leave itself in a situation
where the legality of a telephone
credit betting system is. putting it as
neutrally as I can, open to argument.
Furthermore, in my view there are
other cogent reasons which suggest
that the system should be changed.
They are:-
(I.) It is a credit betting system which

was not contemplated by the
original Act and which therefore
has no direct legal limitations. The
only factual limit would appear to
be the size of the agent's bank
account.

(2) The deposit account procedure has
been aptly described by many wit-
nesses as a "sham" and a "fiction,"
and I do not consider this des-
scription inaccurate, ice. the agent
signs the form as agent for the
bettor, and puts a nominal deposit
on the form and the bettor does
nothing more than "bet on the
nod."

Yet the Premier told Parliament he had
been informed that appropriate deposit
accounts had been established. My letter to
His Excellency goes on-

Your Excellency is aware that I
have consistently maintained that the
telephone credit betting system in
operation is illegal.

Judge Forrest, putting the matter as
neutrally as he could, has reported
that the legality of the telephone bet-
ting system is "open to argument".

The Crown is bound to observe the
law both by statute and the terms of
the Coronation Oath. (See Halsbury's
Laws of England, 3rd Edition, Vol. '7.
p. 232).

In such circumstances the Govern-
ment is not entitled to continue the
telephone betting system but is
obliged to approach the Court for a
declaratory judgment not for the
purpose of disobeying the law but of
obeying it.

I trust Your Excellency will im-
press upon the Government the
seriousness of the situation which
exists.

To that letter I received the following
reply from His Excellency:-

3rd May, 1968.
Dear Mr. Tonkin,

I refer to your letter
April concerning the
Agency Board, which I
my Ministers for advice.

dated 18th
Totalisator

referred to

I have been given to understand
that the legal opinion referred to in
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your letter, and submitted at the in-
quiry on behalf of the "Daily News"
was one issued to the Board by its
Solicitors--

May I point out that His Excellency was
unfortunately in error there because this
opinion was never submitted to the in-
quiry; the T.A.B. prevented it. I do not
imagine His Excellency would guess this;
I think he must have been told. Some-
one must have told him this opinion was
submitted to the Royal Commission.
Surely he would not guess that. However,
the fact is that the opinion was never
submitted to the Royal Commission at
all. To continue-

-Parker & Parker, in May, 1961,
since when both the Act and the
Regulations on credit betting have
been amended.

The only amendment of any conse-
quence made to the Act was the deletion
of the words, "before the beginning of
the race meeting."

Mr. Craig: And the regulations!

Mr. TONKIN: The regulations are
ultra vires, anyway!

Mr. Craig: Of course they are not!

Mr. TONKIN: Of course they are!
Mr. Craig: That is a matter of opinion!

Mr. TONKIN: No, it is not!
Mr. Craig: The judge did not decide

in your favour on this one, anyhow, and
I think his opinion is more valuable than
yours.

Mr. TONKIN: The letter continues-
I have also been given to under-

stand that His Honour, Judge Forrest,
made it clear at the beginning of the
inquiry that, as a Royal Commis-
sioner, he did not have the power
to determine questions of legality, and
had no intention of doing so. Thus.
Counsel for the Board did not in any
way touch upon the legal issues in-
volved.

Notwithstanding that Judge Forrest
could see nothing wrong with the
Hoard implementing a credit rating
system, it has been decided that some
'70 credit accounts still remaining with
Agents of the Board, all of which have
been "credit rated" in a manner
similar to that suggested by His
Honour, are to be converted to true
cash dcposit accounts or closed by
the 30th June, 1968,

If, however, you can let me have
a written legal opinion supporting
your claim tbat the Board is operat-
ing iii an Illegal manner, I am quite
prepared to request that the matter
be given further consideration.

To that letter I sent this reply-

8th May, 68.
His Excellency the Governor,
Sir Douglas Kendrew, K.C.M.O., C.B..

C.B.E., D.S.O.,
Government H-ouse,
Perth.
Your Excellency,

I refer to your letter of 3rd instant
in reply to mine of 18th April con-
cerning the Totalisator Agency Hoard
and I am astonished at the advice
tendered by your Ministers.

The legal opinion to which I re-
ferred in my letter was the one issued
to the Hoard by its solicitors (Parker
& Parker) in May. 1961, and it is
significant that the Hoard's solicitors
at the Royal Commission were most
anxious to prevent its production and
were successful in their objection to
its being produced. (See page 53 of
the printed Report).

It is true that the Totalisator
Agency Board Betting Act has been
amended since Parker & Parker gave
their opinion but there has been one
amendment only to section 33 which
Is the section relating to credit bet-
ting and this amendment in no way
whatever affects the opinion given by
Parker & Parker. that the money
loaned by an agent to a bettor "would
have to be lent in cash or by cheque
'Paid by the Bank' before the bet is
accepted, and before accepting the
bet the agent would have to perform
some overt act which amounts to a
recording of the deposit in the trust
account he keeps on behalf of the
Board and an acknowledgment of re-
ceipt of the money, i~e., the makliig
out of a receipt in the name and on
behalf of the Board".

In connection with this requirement
I Quote again the statement by Judge
Forrest: "The deposit account pro-
cedure has been aptly described by
many witnesses as a "sham" and a
"fiction", and I do not consider this
description inaccurate, i.e. the agent
signs the form as agent for the bettor,
and puts a nominl deposit on the
form and the bettor does nothing
more than 'bet on the nod'."

The onfly amendment made to sec-
tion 33 of the Act was the removal of
the words "before the beginning of the
race meeting at which the horse race
is to be held" and even to suggest-as
Your Excellency's Ministers do-that
this amendment could in any way
modify the view expressed by Parker &
Parker as quoted above, is an insult to
one's intelligence.

I enclose a copy of Parker &
Parker's opinion given in 1961; a copy
of the 1960 Act; and a copy of the
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amending Act No. 39 of 1982. If Your
Excellency will refer to page 22 of the
1960 Act and page 2 of the amending
Act and then read Parker & Parker's
opinion, the truth of the explanation
I have made will be seen.

If Parker & Parker's opinion is con-
sidered in relation to the procedure
followed by agents of the Board bet-
ting on credit with the Board's know-
ledge and permission, it will be clearly
seen that the credit betting is not in
conformity with Parker & Parker's
opinon.

That Your Excellency's Ministers
continue to misrepresent the situation
which exists regarding illegal credit
betting and which has been allowed
to exist for the past seven years, is
surely a matter of the gravest con-
cern and should no longer be tolerated.

To that letter I received the following
brief reply, after his Excellency had gone
to Great Britain. It reads as follows:-

Dear Mr. Tonkin,
In the absence of His Excellency

the Governor, His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor has asked me to
reply to your letter of 8th May, 1968,'and to say that he has noted its con-
tents and read the enclosures sub-
mitted therewith, all of which had
been referred to his Ministers, who
carefully considered the matters
raised and re-affirmed the view that
the Hoard is operating lawfully.

They deny the allegation in the last
paragraph of your letter that they
misrepresented the situation.

MY Purpose in reading this correspondence
is to show the utter futility of trying
to get a situation redressed-even though
it is crystal clear-by making an appeal to
the Queen's representative, because the
Queen's representative will immediately
refer the matter to his Ministers, who give
the Governor what they consider to be the
right advice in the circumstances.

So that is what leads me to say that
Parliament, although it is the highest
court in the land, is not a place where one
can get what one ought to be able to get in
any court-and that is, a Proper applica-
tion of the law and justice. In this place
one cannot be sure of getting either.

I ask any impartial observer to read the
Royal Commissioner's report and then
think of the advice which the Government
tendered to His Excellency-that the
T.A.B. has been operating lawfully-when
the Royal Conmmissioner stated that the
deposit account system, which is the very
basis of credit betting, was a fiction and a
sham.

My last subject is in connection with
land prices. This is a very disturbing.
matter for our people generally. It is
heartbreaking to young couples who are

contemplating being able to set themselves
up in their own homes. They find what
money they have saved is insufficient to
enable them to buy a block of land. The
future is almost without hope for them.

I Quoted, the other evening, a review
that was carried out by the Housing In-
dustry Association. The association, in a
letter I received from it, made a very per-
tinent remark on this subject. The rele-
vant section of the letter reads as fol-
lows:-

On land, there is no physical short-
age of good residential land in and
around Perth. However, large acre-
ages of such suitable land and large
numbers of building allotments are
being withheld from building by their
owners, presumably in expectation of
further increases in prices. Because
of this, housing construction is already
forced to more distant areas, but the
advantages of more readily available
and cheaper land is largely outweighed
by the cost of providing amenities and
services. The Government has made
land available to builders in certain
areas, and the extension of such a
scheme Is seen as a most effective
method of curbing land prices and
providing more lower cost housing.

I read with greatest Interest the
report-part I-which has been put out
by the McCarrey committee. I am won-
dering when we are to get part 11. If
we turn to the conclusions and recommen-
dations contained in this report-and by
the way, I think the committee did its job
excellently-we find that the committee
has made a number of recommendations
to deal with the situation.

There has been very little indication
from the Government of its intention to
implement very many of these recommen-
dations, and I am wondering why. I think
the idea of a betterment tax, for example,
is a good one. A surcharge to be imposed
on land which is being held out of use, and
to be refunded when the land is used
within a reasonable time, is a good measure
which would contribute towards the solu-
tion of this problem.

Does the Government really want to
solve this problem of increasing land
prices? If members have not already read
this report I think they should do so,
because this is a very important question:
and in my view the fact that the Govern-
ment shirked its duty in connection with
this was one of the reasons for the adverse
vote it received at the general elections.
Not only are those people who are directly
affected irate about this, but the People
generally appreciate that what is going on
will speedily get out of hand if something
is not done to check it. It is no exaggera-
tion to say that at the present time, so far
as land is concerned. Western Australia
Is a speculator's paradise.
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Because of what is going on we get the
result, which I detailed earlier, of the
steep increase in land valuation by the
Taxation Department. This increase is
putting ten of thousands of dollars into
the Treasury by way of land tax, and
giving large sums to the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority. Surely some-
thing needs to be done, and done quickly,
to make it possible for land to be obtained
at reasonable prices. I do not want to
anticipate a debate that will take place
later when the proposals for the rezoning
of a lot of rural land in the corridor
through to Armadale is brought here.
There will be plenty to say about that
when the proposal gets here, but that is
not the solution to this problem. The
Government has to get to grips with the
causes, and the MeCarrey committee has
set out very clearly what the causes are.
The main cause is speculation, about
which the Government has so far done
precisely nothing.

Seeing the Government appointed the
committee, there is a responsibility upon it
either to implement the findings or to give
reasons why it is not prepared to do so.
Otherwise, the whole thing becomes
nothing but an academic exercise and a
waste of public funds. The committee
went to the trouble of setting out a pro-
posed surcharge scale: that is, what it
recommended ought to be charged on the
unimproved capital value of the land; and
it also recommended what ought to be done
if the land is subsequently used. In my
view the action which is being taken by
certain authorities-that is, imposing the
provision at certain land sales that the
land must be built on within two years-
shows a lack of appreciation of the real
diffculty.

Consider the young couple who have
saved up for the purpose of buying a block
of land on which they plan to build. If
they have to use all of their funds and
still some more in order to buy the block,
what position are they in to build? They
have to hold onto the land until sufficient
finance is forthcoming to enable them to
engage a builder.

What is the sense of imposing a penalty
upon those people if, after they have
bought the block of land, they do not
build within two years? It is a crazy
idea. It would be all right if some source
of finance were available to them and the
Government was in the position to say,
"You have your block of land and here is
the finance. If you do not use it within
two years you will have to sell the block
of land back." That would be all right; but
to force them into the situation where
they use all their money and still some
more in order to buy the land, and then
give them two years in which to build, is
absolutely ridiculous. The Government
should take a careful look at the situation.

Amendment to Motion

Mr. Speaker, in order to afford an
opportunity Properly to develop our argu-
ment on this question I propose to move
an amendment to the Address-in-Reply to
His Excellency. Accordingly I move-

That the following words be added
to the motion:-

But we beg, with regret, to
inform Your Excellency that the
continuous rise in the cost of land
is exceedingly perturbing to our
citizens; and that effective
measures to check speculation and
halt the rise have not been taken
by the Government.

MR. TOMS (Ascot) 18.44 p.m.]: Mr.
Speaker, you will fully appreciate that for
some time now I have expressed my
concern in the House in regard to ever-
spiralling land Prices. Indeed, Sir, you
may recall that last session you and I
exchanged words across the Chamber on
the subject.

I have been very much concerned over
the years at the continued spiralling and
inflationary trend in land prices. It does
not matter what other commodity we look
at, we will find that over the years there
has been a reasonable levelling out in
the process; but in this one commodity,
which I say is very vital to the people of
Western Australia, no thought has been
given to curbing the spiralling prices in
any way whatsoever.

I was slightly encouraged in 1965 when
the Daily News of the 31st March of that
year carried the great headlines, "Govern-
ment Puts Break on Land Specking." It is
also applicable to mention that The West
Australian on the following day-that is.
the 1st April, 1965--carrled the headlines,
"Government Says Speculation In Land
Must Stop." I would like to read a small
section of the Daily News article, and I
ask members to take careful note of one
spot which I will refer to at the conclusion
of what I have to say. I have already
quoted the headline and the article goes
on to say-

The State Government has decided
to stop speculative subdivision of rural
land on the outskirts of the metro-
politan area.

Premier Brand, announcing this
today, said that many hundreds of
five-acre and ten-acre subdivisions
were apparently being held by people
who hoped for speculative gain.

He warned these people that they
were "completely misled" if they be-
lieved that these blocks would be re-
zoned as high-value housing areas in
the near future.

"There is no reason to believe that
the urban zone will extend into the
rural zone for decades," he said.
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Later on the article says,-
For this reason Cabinet had decided

to stop speculative subdivision on the
fringe of Perth's zoned urban area.

Mr. Brand said the Government
realised that its decision would have
"some impact" on many investors. But
this was outweighed by the general
public interest.

They are very laudable words: if only
they had been applied! Last year when I
spoke on this subject I indicated that for
a young couple setting out today the task
of obtaining a block of land and building
a borne was near enough to a heartbreak.
I said that in 1939 when the basic wage
was $8.20 the price of land in any part
of the metropolitan area was $60 per lot.
I calculated that if a young couple saved
every penny for a period of eight to 10
weeks they would have been able to buy
a block of land. In 1948-47 the basic wage
was $10.20. After the last World War,
soldiers who returned home could have
bought a block of land for $200 even in
the salubrious suburb of City Beach. How-
ever, members know the story since that
time. In July, 1967, the base rate was
$37.55. The same blocks of land to which
I have referred had risen to the ridiculous
figure of round about $4,000, and now in
1968 the same land costs $5,000.

It does not take much calculation to
establish that a Person on the basic wage
who could have bought a block of land in
1939 after eight to 10 weeks' saving would
today be called upon to save solidly for
18 months to two Years in order to buy
exactly the same block of ground. The
basic wage has not risen to the same ex-
tent as the price of land. Perhaps this
is fortunate; if it had, we would want
wheelbarrows in order to carry our Petty
cash around.

I do not know whether any Government
member has gone recently to land sales
and taken the trouble to watch Young
couples who have gone along with their
savings which they have accumulated over
a number of years. Perhaps they have
$3,500 to $4,000. They see the first block
to be auctioned reach $4,500 and they
constantly watch sales, even out in the
Morley area, go to the $6,000 mark.

I have attended these land sales and
after the first three or four blocks have
been sold I have seen many young couples
leave the auction with a look of disap-
pointment on their faces. I cannot see
any young couple obtaining a block of
land at a reasonable price within the next
few Years at least, even if some action is
taken Immediately, yet the Government
stands idly by taking no action whatsoever
to stop this trend.

The Government is obliged to Purchase
and resume land for housing, schools, hos-
pitals, and other public utilities, Yet it
seems to have no desire to take any action

to prevent these steep increases in land
values from continuing. I believe that
Young couples today have an attachment
for each other just as strong as young
couples had for each other in our day.
and their desire is just the same as ours
was in years gone by: that is, they are
anxious to obtain a block of land on which
to build a home. However, what hope has
any Young couple today even of saving
sufficient money to buy a block of land?

Members will recall that when they were
young and were looking forward to pur-
chasing a block of land, the average price
of a block was $60 or $80, or $200 in the
more select suburbs. In those times the
block was used as a deposit for the pur-
chase of a home. That was all the col-
lateral a builder wanted, or the security
that any finance institution required in
order to advance a loan for the building
of a home. Today, however, after a young
couple are married both the husband and
the wife have to continue working in the
hope of trying to save sufficient money for
a deposit on a block of land. I know of
a young couple who are related to us
through marriage and they are anxious to
buy a block of land so they can erect a
home on it. However, my wife has told
me they will have to wait another 12
months before they are in a position to
purchase a block of land.

What lies in store for the youth of our
country if this situation continues? I be-
lieve the Government has, for too long,
had its eyes clouded with iron ore which
prevents it from having a good look round
to observe what is happening on its door-
step. Young People represent the future
of our nation, and I am most concerned
as to what will happen in the future in re-
gard to their housing needs. Although I
did not Participate in the debate on hous-
ing yesterday evening, I support whole-
heartedly the statements that were made
relating to the serious housing situation,
and I believe that one of the contributing
factors is that the Government is not mak-
ing sufficient finance available to enable
young couples to obtain decent housing
accommodation.

If finance could be made available to
young couples to buy a block of land, they
could probably arrange finance for the
construction of a home without being de-
pendent on the Government. Instead of
this, the Government has done nothing
except encourage speculation in land.

Following a series of questions that have
been asked from 1965 up to the present
time, this House has been informed that
land in the Woodlands area has cost the
Government $200 an acre. After a great
deal of investigation on my part-I have
had some experience of developmental
costs, and so on-I ascertained that those
blocks of land had cost the Government
$900, which Included the cost of Providing
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roads, other essential services, and also
making provision for public open space and
church sites.

Yet, when this land was put on the
market-which I claim should never have
,happened, because the State Housing
Commission should have built homes on it
-we learned that the blocks were avail-
able at prices ranging from $3,500 up to
$4,000. As I have pointed out, the land
originally cost the Government $200 an
acre. In April, 1965, this Government
stated it intended to put the brake on
values, but I claim it did nothing more
than aggravate the existing problem of
rapidly increasing land values.

On the 3rd April. 1967, the Daily News
published an editorial which contained the
following:-

PERTH'S LAND SCANDAL
Perth's housing land situation has

now become so scandalous that a
Royal Commission or something
similar may be needed to set matters
straight.

Par from halting the artificial price
spiral, the State Governmeht has
joined the ranks of the speculators.

Saturday gave us another example
of the activities of the speculators-
this time the Perth City Council.

It is only natural that private in-
vestors, big and small, would want the
price-spiral to continue. But when the
Government and Council join them,
instead of protecting the public in-
terest, then the situation becomes
grim.

I do not think those words are in any way
short of reality. The editorial continues-

DISGRACEFUL
The Council's attitude is disgrace-

ful. Surely this land-endowment land
-was not handed over to it many
years ago so that it could become one
of the biggest of Perth's land-
boomers?

The endowment land history is ex-
tremely interesting. Under the
original Act the money gained from
sales must be spent on developing the
areas.

Does this justify an average $8291
a block at Saturday's City Beach
auction? Hardly.

The land-hungry are growing res-
tive. Some left Saturday's auction in
near-despair; others made bitter com-
ments.

The Council, for the moment , is
probably crying all the way to the
bank about this anger; $447,700 is a
nice stun for 54 housing blocks.

I cannot help but feel that most of our ills
today have been due to the fact that a
great many of our people cannot be accom-
modated in suitable housing. As a result

there is not the happy family life there
used to be; instead, young couples have
the heartbreak of making a fruitless en-
deavour to save for a block of land on
which to build their own home. After mar-
riage, young couples are keen to raise their
families and enjoy life as normal human
beings, but today, because of the extremely
high land values, they have no chance
whatsoever of even saving sufficient money
to pay the deposit on a block of land. Even
if they are fortunate enough to gather to-
gether a sufficient sum with which to buy
a block of land, they then find themselves
saddled with large mortgages on their
home. This was clearly illustrated by the
Leader of the Opposition yesterday even-
ing.

Such a burden is a killer to the hopes of
any young family. I believe that Instead of
making it difficult for a young couple, in
the early years of their marriage, to obtain
a home for themselves, any Government
worthy of its name should strive to ensure
that those young people are placed in a
position whereby they can obtain and en-
joy the real necessities of life.

In September, 1967, possibly as a result
of the Government's lack of concern about
land prices, I asked some questions about
the revenue derived from land tax and the
metropolitan region improvement tax in
the years 1959-60;, 1962-63, and 1965-66.

The figures show that in 1959-60 the land
tax was $2,570,336, and the anticipated
revenue in the year 1967-68 was $3,820,000,
or an increase of just on $1,300,000.

The metropolitan regional tax during the
same period has gone from $421,186 in
1959-60, to a figure of $549,000. At least
that was the figure given to me on the 4th
October, but it was amended by the pre-
mier a week later to the astronomical figure
of $883,000.

The Government boasts of having a sur-
plus of $800,000 this year. I would point
out that in those two items alone the sur-
plus has been collected from individuals
who own land at the moment. The local
authorities cannot do this sort of thing;
they cannot rate in this manner. Local
authorities-with the possible exception of
the Mosman Park Town Council-adjust
the rate in the dollar as the valuation rises.
Some of them do not, of course, but the
local authority in my electorate certainly
does.

I would conclude by saying that one other
thing which amazes me is the continued
connivance of the members of the Country
Party in this particular matter. Surely they
must realise that inflated values of land
in the metropolitan area must be reflected
in land prices in the country areas: or are
the members of that party happy to ap-
proach the insurance companies with a
view to assuring themselves for large sumns
to enable them to pay Probate on the 'in-
flated prices of their land?
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Over the years the members of the Coun-
try Party have been happy to play along
and watch the ridiculous rise in land
prices in this State. As a nation this is
somethinga which we cannot afford to
allow to continue. When I have spoken on
this matter previously I have had members
on the other side of the House ask how are
we going to overcome the problem. The
Government is constituted of members on
that side of the House and if they have
enough courage to do so they will try to
overcome the problem. The Government
*has let this matter drift long enough.

The amendment to which we are speak-
ing is a motion of censure, and if any
Government deserves to be censured it is
our present State Government, for the
manner in which it has been neglecting to
control the rising cost of land in this
State.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [9.4 p.m.]:
I rise to support the amendment to the
Addressi-in-Reply. The Government is
doing virtually nothing to stabilise the
costs which young couples or anyone else
have to pay when they seek land to build
a home of their own.

When one reads the various statements
made in the Press and listens to the
reports on the wireless, one can be for-
given for feeling that the Government is
at times at variance as to what it in-
tends to do. For example, on occasions
the Premier and the Minister for Indus-
trial Development do not seem to think*
along the same lines at all on these
matters. I have here a report from The
West Australian, dated the 17th October,
1957, dealing with an address by the Pre-
mier when opening the 15th meeting of
the Australian Real Estate and Stock In-
stitute. The article is headed, "Law No
Answer to Land Prices: Brand." It reads
as follows:-

The problem of land prices was
closely associated with human nature
and could not be resolved by Passing
a law, Premier Brand said yesterday.

He said the problem could not be
overcome by taxing speculators, be-,
cause this would punish people who
bought land to provide for their
future.

I do not know what the Premier means
when he refers to people who are specu-
lating by buying land to provide for their
future. When a person buys land to pro-
vide for his future it usually means he
intends to build a home on it for his
family. But in this context it would seem
that speculatton in land to provide for the
future means doing so to avoid accepting
the old age pension.

Later in his address the Premier said-
Young people with a block of land

were a country's greatest asset. Thley

should not be burdened with heavy
land prices and forced to pay off a
block perhaps over a lifetime,

It has virtually come to that, because
young People who have blocks of land
find that they are generally paying for
them for the rest of their lives. As the
member for Ascot said, with the price of
land these days it takes a lifetime to pay
it off .

On the 28th June, 1968, we find the
Minister for Industrial Development
adopting quite a different outlook alto-
gether, according to the A.B.C. news of
that date. Where the Premier could not
see any way of reducing land prices by
Act of Parliament or by regulation, the
Minister for Industrial Development-
according to the news article to which
I have referred-had something quite dif-
ferent to say. I quote-

The West Australian Government
might take action to stop people
speculating for high prices for in-
dustrial land. Mr. Court said that
if Western Australia was to continue
atttacting the right industries to the
right location more land would have
to be available at cheaper prices. To
achieve this the Government might
have to adjust its powers to give in-
dustries access to industrial land at
reasonable prices. Mr. Court criti-
cised the high cost of industrial land
in the metropolitan area, pointing out
that as soon as land was zoned as in-
dustrial it became almost prohibitive
in price, and even some so-called
wealthy companies were forced to
look elsewhere when speculators beat
them to the land they wanted. Mr.
Court was speaking after a meeting
with the Arrnadale-Kelmscott Shire
Council which sought his support for
more industry in the district. Mr.
Court promised his support but felt
that the land in the district, zoned
for industrial development, was too
dear for the current demand.

so when land becomes too dear for in-
dustry we find the Minister for industrial
Development considering the prospect of
introducing legislation to regulate its
price by force, as it were.

At the same time we find in The West
Australian of the 12th July, a further
article with the large headlines, "G.M.H.
Drops W.A. Proj ect After Land Prices
Rise." The article reads--

General Motors-Holdenk has given
up a plan to start making vehicles in
W.A.-partly because five people hold-
ing about five acres of a 149-acre site
refused to sell the land or asked too
much for it.

lie



[Wednesday, 31 July, 1968.1 11'?

Further we find the Minister for Industrial
Development stating that this was to be
a $20,000,000 project for the manufacture
of cars, because the article continues--

The company wanted to build a
manufacturing plant there with scope
for future expansion. Even the first
stage of the project would probably
have equalled the $20 million G.MI.
plant at Acacia Ridge, Brisbane.

On the following day a statement came
out contradicting what had been said. The
newspaper report went on to say-

S.E.C. VALUES
In 1964 the State Housing Com-

mission was prepared to sell to G.M.H.
142 acres at Kewdale for $2,500 ani
acre. A further seven acres which
O.MH. wanted was owned by seven
people. Two agreed to sell but the
other five refused or set Prices that
G.M.H. considered ridiculous.

In 1966 the government got the
power to force these owners to sell,
but the S.H.C. had meanwhile raised
its price to $7,500 an acre.

That means in a period of two years the
State Housing Commission had trebled the
price it had asked for originally. In the
first place it was prepared to sell the land
in 1964 for a total of $355,000, but in 1966
it increased the price to a. total of
$1,065,000.

Mr. O'Neil: It is a wrong assumption
that the commission increased the Price it
bad asked for.

Mr. NORTON: In the newspaper report
to which I have been referring the follow-
ing appears:-

Mr. Court said yesterday that the
S.H.C. could not use its land for
housing because it had been zoned
industrial. It could sell it only at
markcet value because it had to devote
the proceeds to house building.

In the report that statement is attributed
to Mr. Court.

Mr. Rushton: Sometimes it is wiser to
look further than Press reports.

Mr. NORTON: On the following day,
which was the 13th July, a report appeared
in The West Australian under the heading,
"G.M.H. Still Keen To Get Assembly Plant
In W.A." In it Mr. Hayward, a director of
General Motors-Holden, denied the state-
ments attributed to Mr. Court. In it he
said the main trouble had been the small
sit-tight owners, but there was also the
p~roblem that, while negotiations went on,
the whole 150-acre site increased too much
in price. The report went on to say-

Mr. Hayward denied a statement by
Industrial Development Minister Court
in The West Australian yesterday that
Elhe company planned a manufactur-
ing plant.

So the Minister for Industrial Development
was opening his mouth a little too wide.
The report continued-

The new plant for W.A. was not an
immediate project, and would be much
smaller than the $17,000,000 Acacia
Ridge plant in Brisbane. Yesterday's
report said that it probably would
have equalled it in size. That plant
supplied the big market of Queensland
and the northern rivers district of
N.S.W.

"Just because a Kewdale proposition
falls flat, we don't abandon our plans,"
he said.

The Minister for Industrial Development
made his statement a little too hastily.

It is very interesting to see the reactions
which came from the Shire of Belmont at
the time. In that report of The West
Australian the following also appeared:-

DISPUTED
Belmont Shire Council president

E. J. Miles yesterday disputed Mr.
Court's claim that five sit-tight land-
owners had, prevented G.M.H, starting
vehicle-making at Kewdale.

Mr. Miles said no-one in the council
had known of any private landholders
within the site whose land had not
been resumed and he invited Mr.
Court to have talks with the council
to clear the matter up.

Further on in the report Mr. Miles pointed
out that wvhen this land was resumed
originally, the owners were given the right
to get back the land if it was not used by
the Housing Commission for the purposes
for which it had been resumed.

Over the past 20 years land prices have
risen very substantially. In 1946. after
World War II, the cost of a building block
was equal to 8 per cent, of the average cost
of a house; by 1961 the cost of the land
had risen to 25 per cent. of the cost of an
average house: and today we find that the
cost of the block is equal to at least 50 per
cent., and perhaps more, of the cost of an
average house. Therefore, under those
circumstances, it becomes very difficult for
young couples to be settled in a home of
their own.

The State Housing Commission makes
land available to war service homes appli-
cants. I think the commission can do the
same for the average home seeker. In a re-
port which appeared in The West Austra-
lian of the 30th October, 1967, we find that
21 lots had been sold for an average of
$9,226. In the adjoining area at about the
same time the Housing Commission had
allocated 99 blocks for war service appli-
cants and this land was released at
between $1,100 to $1,400 a block. Yet
when the other blocks which I have men-
tioned were put up for sale by auction
they averaged $9,226 each. This made It
absolutely prohibitive for young couples
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to Purchase them. According to that
newspaper report most of those blocks
were bought by speculative builders and
land speculators. The report also painted
out that in that area over a period of six
months there had been an average rise
In the price of a building block of $225 per
month. That shows how quickly and how
steeply land prices were rising.

As members are aware, the Housing
Commission allocates 30 per cent. of its
funds to terminating building societies
which have the right to make the money
available, under certain circumstances, to
home seekers. The conditions under which
this money is made available are very
reasonable, and both the interest rate and
the repayment rate are very favourable.
In fact, a number of people have been
housed in Carnarvon through this medium
of finance.

Under the regulations governing the
advances to the terminating building
societies the maximum value of the land
and house when it is completed is to be
$10,000, and the maximum loan is $8,000.
There is, therefore, much latitude for a
home builder to erect a reasonable home at
a reasonable price. However, when a home
builder has to pay $5,000 to $6,000 for a
block of land on which to build a house the
maximum loan will be reduced from $8,00
to $4,000. In those circumstances the home
builder will have to get a second mortgage
to cover the cost of his home.

If land is made available, as it is under
the War Service Homes Act, at around
$1,000 to $1,400 a block, then the home
builder will be able to take full advantage
of the maximum loan of $8,000 which is
available at the present time.

I think I remember the Minister for
Housing saying this loan was to be
increased in the very near future; and this
is very necessary if the people receiving the
loan are to meet the increasing costs of
house building.

Mr. O'Neil: You were not referring to
war service loans were you? I have never
had control over them.

Mr. NORTON: No; terminating building
society loans.

Mr. O'Neil: The amount has gone up
from $8,000 to $8,700.

Mr. NORTON: An article appeared in
The West Australian on the 12th July
under the heading, "Group Puts Land Plan
to Government." It reads as follows:-

A plan which could include the com-
pulsory acquisition of land for housing
has been put to the State government
by the Housing Industry Association.

I do not intend to read the whole of the
article, but further down it states--

An association officer said it should
be remembered that the government

and its instrumentalities had big areas
of land suitable for this type of de-
velopment in and around Perth.

This statement is right in line with the
MeCarrey report. As was said by the
member for Ascot and by the Leader of
the Opposition, this is a wonderful report,
and I commend it to members. A tremen-
dous amount of information is contained
in it, and it puts forward seven very good
recommendations.

On page 23 of the MoCarrey report,
paragraph 4.3 reads as follows:-

Nevertheless a Sunday afternoon
drive within a short distance of the
city in any direction is sufficient to
convince anyone that there is a great
deal of vacant land still available. The
question arises: what forces have been
at work and are still at work to
restrict the supply of land entering the
market and (more important) likely
to enter the market in the near
future?

I think that is very true.

The report goes on to deal extensively
with speculators and those who are obtain-
ing big profits from various sections of the
community. We find that on page 30 the
report deals with private schools and
charitable organisations that hold consi-
derable areas of vacant land which,
incidentally, is tax free. These institu-
tions just release a few blocks at a time
to make the most of the prices that
are ruling.

The report goes on to point out that
the State Housing Commission also holds
large tracts of land astride Wanneroo
Road north of Nollainara. The report
does not say how much land is held, but
it points out many other areas in which
the Housing Commission holds land. It
also points out that the University holds
land throughout the metropolitan area
and that this land is not being used. This
amounts to 3,114 acres.

Another section in the report points out
that when the Rural and Industries Bank,
the Lands Department, and the Bay-swater
Shire Council put land up for auction, they
do so under restrictive conditions so that
it will not go to speculators but to genuine
home builders who have certain conditions
to fulfil, auch as building within a certain
time. If the buyers do not comply with this
condition they forfeit their land. This
reduced the price of land by $750 in some
cases and by $1,000 in others. So it is
clear that if land is disposed of under
restrictive conditions it will definitely help
to reduce the price.

As I said before, the McCarrey report
contains seven very good recommendations
and I am sure they should all be Imple-
mented. in my opinion the second recoin-
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mendation should be implemented as soon
as possible. It reads as follows:-

A statutory authority should be set
up with the function of acquiring land
for urban development and subdivision.
An Urban Land Commission with
appropriate Powers could assemble
land, subdivide according to an
approved planning scheme and make
it available by auction or private
treaty to individuals, speculative build-
ers, project developers and the State
Housing Commission on the condition
that it would have to be improved
within a specified period.

If that recommendation were adopted,
together with another which suggests that
a progressive tax be instituted on undeve-
loped land, then I think we would find that
the cost of land would be reduced. Land
would be made available at a price within
the range of the average person. I support
the amendment.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9.28
p.m.]: I am sure most members of
the House will wholeheartedly endorse this
amendment because it asks that only two
things be done. The first is that we inform
His Excellency that the continuous rise in
the cost of land is exceedingly perturbing
to our citizens. I am sure there is not one
person in this House or in the State who
would deny this is indeed a fact. The
second part of the amendment regrets
that effective measures to check specula-
tion and halt the rise have not been taken
by the Government. About this I think
there might be some argument. Those on
the other side of the House will say the
Government has acted in a proper manner,
while we on this side of the House say
exactly the reverse. However, we will be
nearer the truth than those who deny
what we assert.

We are all aware of the distress which
is being caused to countless families and
individuals by the alarming rise in the
price of land. This is a matter which
is continually brought to our attention,
as is the housing position. Here again,
I speak particularly on behalf of the
low income family group-those people
who thought they had found a new afflu-
ence and who thought they were going to
enjoy unbounded prosperity with the ad-
vancement of the State but who, instead,
have suffered because of this supposed
prosperity.

in a large measure this is due to the
sp'calators who have come here after a
quick dollar, just as they came to Western
Australia during the days of the gold rush.
hoping to make a fortune. Some of the
speculators have made fortunes, but at the
expense of the ordinary working man, par-
ticularly the man in the low income
bracket. He is the fellow on whose behalf
I wish to speak tonight.

We are all familiar with the problem,
and we all know what has caused it, but
what we do not know is what the Govern-
ment is doing about it. because we are
aware of the inactivity of the Government
in this direction.

Earlier this evening the member for
Ascot read a number of headlines which
would have given heart to a great many of
the People on whose behalf I am speaking
tonight. They would have imagined they
would at least be in an income bracket to
enable them to achieve their desire of
obtaining a quarter acre on which to erect
a modest home. However, once again the
headlines have turned out to be nothing
more than that-headlines and headlines
only, not followed by any action.

We want to know what the Government
has done. Of course several members this
evening have spoken about the committee
appointed and known now as the Mc-
Carrey committee. It was a committee
appointed by the Premier of Western
Australia to inquire about taxation of un-
improved land and land prices, and the
terms of reference were quite generous.
I might remind the House of them. The
committee was directed to-

(a) Study the proposals contained in
the Land Tax Act Amendment
Bill;1

(b) Examine suggestions and amend-
ments put forward by various
members of both Houses when the
Hill was under consideration;

(c) Recommend steps to-
(I) increase the Yield from

Land Tax by a suitable
additional charge on un-
improved land;

(ii) discourage speculation in
land dealings; and

ii) avoid prejudice to intend-
ing home-builders and to
People who may be un-
able to improve land held
by them because of town-
Planning requirements.

So, as I said, the terms of reference were
reasonably generous.

However, I do not think the Govern-
ment was moved by any genuine concern
over soaring land prices. What prompted
this action was the fact that the Govern-
ment's legislation in 1966 to increase land
tax had been defeated in the Upper House,
and the Government found that the rev-
enue it had been looking forward to collec-
ting would not be forthcoming. If mem-
bers will recollect, some hasty adjustments
were made to the Budget on that occa-
sion.

The Government said, "If the method
by which we intended to increase land tax
has been rejected by the Legislative
Council, then let us appoint a committee
to see how we can overcome the problem."
This was Precisely the reason for the
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appointment of the McCarrey committee
-it was not out of a genuine concern to
do something about the low income man,
but to raise more money for the Govern-
ment. This is evident if we look at the order
of the terms of reference which are-
study proposals in the land tax legislation;
examine suggestions about land tax;
recommend steps to increase land tax;
and then discourage speculation in land
dealings and avoid prejudice to intending
home builders because of town planning
requirements.

So there are five objectives in the terms
of reference and only one says anything
about discouragement of land specula-
tion. Three of the others are concerned
with land taxing measures, and the fourth
is concerned with town planning measures.
This is the report which is being held up
as the answer to all the problems in regard
to land speculation; and yet, as I pointed
out, the idea of appointing the commit-
tee 'was principally to establish what could
be done in regard to land tax. The com-
mittee was probably appointed in a fit of
pique by the Government after its 1966
land tax legislation was defeated.

However, I suppose we can be thankful
for small mercies. The committee was
appointed in January, 1967. Incidentally,
I do not know whether the committee held
any public hearings. I do not know that
under its terms of reference this 'was re-
quired of It.

Mr. O'Neil: In the back of the report is
a list of the people with whom the prob-
lem was discussed.

Mr. DAVIES: The Minister for Housing
-the Minister for "No Housing" might be
a good name-who is also the Minister
for Labour, states that there is a list of
people invited to make submissions.
The report contains a list of articles
and publications suggested for further
reading, a number of graphs show-
ing land price increases-the graphs
nearly run off the page in a. number of
eases--and an appendix showing the com-
position of the committee. However, there
is no list of persons who gave evidence.
Be that as it may; it does not matter.

The committee 'was appointed in 1967
and the report was made available 12
months later, in January, 1968. 1 applaud
the report as have other members of the
House tonight. The first intimation that
the report had been made public was
printed in The West Australian of the 29th
February, this year. However, On the day
before, the Premier's policy speech had
been reported in the paper. When com-
piling his Policy speech the Premier had
the advantage of knowing what recom-
mendations bad been made by the com-
mittee. One would think he would have
adopted the recommendations because they
are very sound. But what did the Premier
say in his policy speech in regard to land
speculation? Did he show any real con-

cern? He is reported in The West Aus-
tralian-I think on the front page-on the
28th February, 1968, as follows:-

He Proposes a big increase in the re-
lease of deferred urban land and more
releases of Government land for hous-
ing, all subject to strict conditions of
development.

Having indicated he was going to adopt
some of the recommendations which he
knew were contained in the MeCarrey re-
port, but which at that time had not been
made public, one would think he would
study the other recommendations; but
apparently he seemed to believe that his
sweeping statement as to what would be
done to ease the burden on the low in-
come man-a burden brought about by
land speculators-was sufficient, One
would have expected him to be more ex-
plicit than to adopt such a general state-
ment.

However, he need not have 'waited for
the report because much of the informa-
tion contained in it had already been re-
leased in the report of the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority which had been
tabled in this House during last session.
This report was covered in The West Aus-
tralian on the 22nd November, 190. which
was, I think, about the time we all Quit
Parliament for the year. I cannot remem-
ber the exact date as it now seems too long
ago.

The authority's report contained much
of what was subsequently included in the
MeCarrey report. It suggested a variety of
controls. It also stated that there was
enough urban and urban deferred land for
1,400,000 people, and that this would be
adequate for a long time. The article in
connection with the authority's report con-
tinued-

The relationship between the num-
ber of undeveloped blocks and land
values was only one of the many fac-
tors that influenced land prices.

The survey showed beyond doubt that
land 'was being held off the market
and there was widespread land specu-
lation.

Remedial measures were recom-
mended to the government for investi-
gation and action.

A combination of effective measures
could be put forward.

if resolutely implemented, these
would result in the release of many
residential building blocks.

That is what we want-some resolute action
by the Government. it is fast approaching
12 months since that report was issued and
hardly any action has been evidenced, let
alone any resolute action. The newspaper
report continues--

Speculators kept ripe land off the
market because the cost of holding it
was likely to be greatly exceeded by
the capital gain from its eventual sale.
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Of course, that is history now. It has
been related to us on many occasions.
When moving the amendment tonight, the
Leader of the Opposition drew attention to
some of the opinions expressed by experts
from the Housing Industry Association.
That association said that speculators
were to blame for the housing shortage in
Perth. I do not think one could say that
the Housing Industry Association has any
political affiliations, and I1 guarantee it has
no affiliation with the Australian Labor
Party. If it has any political sympathy I
imagine it would lie with the other side of
the House. However, the Leader of the
Opposition pointed out some of the opinions
that have been expressed by the authority
in its correspondence to him. I draw at-
tention to the headline from the Daily
News of Wednesday, the 10th July, "Specu-
lators Blamed For Perth Housing Short-
age.",

There is not the slightest doubt that
some people are "in the know" and know
what land to buy. They are able to apply
pressure to get the land released. I have
had some shocking examples brought to my
notice regarding policy switches on the part
of the Government in regard to town plan-
ning. There have been changes of attitude
which have suddenly meant greatly in-
creased values for certain land.

It is certainly not the low income man
who receives the benefit from the increases.
What happens when an ordinary working
man wants to buy a block of land? He saves
up the deposit and looks around to see
what he can afford. I will quote some figures
regarding a block of land. This transaction
commenced in July, 1065. and it concerns
the purchase of a block of land at River-
ton for $2,500. That was a very cheap
price by today's standards for a quarter-
acre block of land.

The fellow concerned was in two minds
about buying the block because he did
not have the $2,500. However, the agent
pointed out that it was very easy to get
a loan, particularly on land. There was
no trouble in obtaining the loan and he
purchased the block on the "never never"
plan. So with a deposit of $20 he was
able to obtain finance for the block of land
costing $2,500.

He did not have it for very long before
agents started to write to him asking if
he would like to sell. In the meantime he
had arranged a mortgage for the balance
of the money-$2,480- which was still
outstanding. He obtained the mortgage
from one of the big finance companies in
St. George's Terrace, over a seven-year
period, at an interest rate of 6j per cent.
flat. That works out at 12.84 per cent, re-
ducible.

As I mentioned earlier, he did not have
the land for long before agents started
to Pester him. As he had already been in
two minds about buying the land in the
first plate he decided he would get rid of

it. in February, 1967-less than 19 months
after he had purchased the land-he
received an offer of $3,270. This figure
would have given him a profit of $770
after holding the block for less than 19
months. However, the actual profit he
received from the transaction was $24.

one might wonder where the rest of
the money went to. The mortgage for
$2,480l he discharged at a cost of $2,244.
He had already paid monthly instalments
of $730. So he discharged his mortgage
of $2,480 for $2,974. This meant that he
paid something like $500 interest on the
loan over a period of 18 months.

On top of that the Government received
$44 in stamp duty when the land was origi-
nally purchased. There were also other costs
such as water rates, land rates, land tax,
and so on. Also, there were solicitor's fees
for drawing up the mortgage, and for
discharging the mortgage, amounting to
something like $45. There was also corn-
mission of $138 for the land agent who
sold the black. So, out of his paper profit
of $770 he actually made a profit of $24,
and with that he also had a lot of worry.

So this gets back to the original ques-
tion: What does the low income man do
to purchase a block of land? He goes to
the finance companies and pays a tre-
mendous amount of interest over a period.
These days he can raise the money for
land without any trouble. So the people
who make the profit are the finance
companies. The Government also makes
its little corner, and the solicitors and the
estate agents who sell the land on his
behalf also make a profit. Most of the
people, of course, just cannot afford to
operate under those conditions.

As I have said, it is time the Govern-
ment took some action and we on this side
of the House deplore the lack of action
on the part of the Government. I will
read to the House the seven recommenda-
tions contained in the MoCarrey report,
in case members of the Government have
not read it. These recommendations are
put forward to ease the present position,
and are as follows:-

(1) Release of land.
(2) The Urban Land Commission.
(3) Land tax surcharge on unimproved

land.
(4) The Betterment Levy.
(5) Frequency of valuation of unim-

proved land.
(6) Examination of subdivision pro-

cedures.
('7) Review of land-tax exemptions.

As I said at the beginning, we all know
what the problem is, but we do not know
what the Government intends to do in
regard to it. The Government has done
very little. It announced that a corridor
of urban land and deferred urban land
was suddenly to be made available. This
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announcement started all kinds of turmoil.
I do not know whether it was a snap deci-
sion, or whether it was made without
proper consideration, but the decision only
increased speculation. It caused heartburn
to a number of people who suddenly found
they were going to be next door to urban
land.

Mr. Brand: We heard a lot from the
member for Balcatta about this very area.
This is the land he advocated we should
release.

Mr. DAVIES: I am not criticising the
Government over this release; but it is the
only one thing it has done to try to over-
come the position.

Mr. Brand: We have done a lot more
than that.

Mr. DAVIES: The Government has done
nothing else in regard to the recommenda-
tions contained in the MeCarrey report
and the recommendations contained in the
last annual report of the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority.

Mr. Brand: Yes we have.
Mr. DAVIES: We on this side of the

House have been able to show the Govern-
ment the way. I do not criticise the
release of the land: what I was criticising
is the manner in which it was released
and the speculation which has already
occurred.

Mr. Brand: It was released in the normal
way.

Mr. DAVIES: Although the manner in
which the release is to be made is not
exactly known, I am sure there have been
a great many queries.

Mr. Brand: Your leader criticised the
release, so where is your consistency?

Mr. DAVIES: I repeat: I am not
criticising.

Mr. Craig:, That would be the day.
Mr. DAVIES: On many occasions we

have been able to show the Government
the way. I1 give it credit for being able to
pick up a policy point very quickly.

11 notice the Government will introduce
legislation to spend money on housing
from the superannuation fund. I remind
the Government that idea was advocated
by this side of the House during the last
session of Parliament. If the Premier
likes, I will give a long list of proposals
which have been advocated by this side of
the House and adopted by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Brand: You will tell me that the
action on superannuattion came from that
side of the House.

Mr. DAVIES: I give the Government
credit for picking up a point of policy very
quickly. This is the first time I have made
the request this .session: but if members
wanit to interject I do not mind as long as
they speak up so that I can hear them. I

do not like finding interjections which
have slipped into Hansard because the
Mansard reporters have beard them and I
have not. I like to hear so that I have the
opportunity to answer.

Mr. Brand: That is an old gag.
Mr. DAVIES: I return to the point that

the amendment says two things: firstly,
that we regret the continuous rise in the
cost of land. I am sure no one can deny
there is a continuous rise in the cost of
land. Secondly, we regret that effective
measures to halt the rise have not been
taken by the Government. If members of
the Government are able to stand up and
tell us what effective measures have been
taken, and if they convince me I will vote
against the amendment. However, at this
moment I support the amendment moved
by the Leader of the opposition.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [9.51 p.m.]: After
what I said last night. I have no alter-
native but to support the leader of our
party in the amendment which he has
-moved to the Address-in-Reply.

Mr, Brand: I am disappointed!I

Mr. BRADY: I only skimmed through
a number of matters which I referred
to last night, because I did not want to
take up a lot of time and I do not want
to take up a lot of time tonight. I con-
sider an Opposition party should not only
criticise but also put up some construc-
tive criticism-

Mr. Brand: Hear, hear!
Mr. BRADY: -and show the Govern-

ment what can be done. That is exactly
what I intend to do this evening in sup-
porting the amendment moved to the
Address-in-Reply.

Mr. Rushton: You will be the first one
who has.

Mr. BRADY: I will not be the last: I
can assure the honourable member of
that. We have very competent and effi-
cient men on this side of the House even
if the honourable member on the other
side of the House does not recognise this
f act.

Mr. Brand: Yes we do.
Mr. BRADY: I think members are very

badly advised if they continue to inter-
ject on some of the new members; but,
as far as I am concerned, members can
interject all night.

The Minister for Housing has said there
is no crisis in Western Australia in regard
to the provision of houses; yet, the Pre-
mier goes to Canberra and says there is
a crisis. Personally I would be more or
less guided by the Premier. He is a fairly
reasonable sort of chap and seems to keep
his feet on the round in regard to most
things.

Mr. Brand:, Thank you.
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Mr. BRADY: I think he knows what is
a crisis. What I deplore is that the Gov-
ernment has not handled the matter on
a crisis basis and done something about
it. On the question of housing, as dis-
tinct from land, to my amazement the
Government seems to be passing the buck.
A classic example Is one letter from the
State Housing Commission when it ad-
vised one of my constituents that he
might be well advised to look up some
of the church organisations and said they
were providing single unit acconunoda-
tion for people. It is coming to a pretty
pass when a Government department has
to pass the buck on to a church or charit-
able organisation.

Mr. O'Neil: We always try to be help-
ful in our advice.

Mr. BRADY: It is not very helpful to
the people concerned who are paying their
rates and taxes. They were pioneers In
the State and they look in vain for some
semblance of comfort in their old age.
In my electorate I have seen half a dozen
people pass to the grave deploring the
fact that they could not obtain a flat in
the Eastern suburbs.

The SPEAKER: Order! I must remind
the honourable member the amendment
has nothing to do with housing. it deals
with the rise in the price of land.

Mr. BRADY: Mr. Speaker, you are
quite right. it is because of the lack of
available land on which people can build
that there is a crisis in housing. However,
X will tie my remarks to the fact that
there is a requirement on the Govern-
ment to do something for the community.

Today I went downstairs to the news-
paper room and I could have picked up
half a dozen cases similar to the one I
am about to mention. However, this deals
with my own area and states that four
residential lots on high positions cost
$3,800 per block. That is the amount a
young couple needs in order to start off
in trying to provide some stability for the
future as far as setting up a homne is con-
cerned.

The member for Bayswater pointed out
earlier this evening that, in 1930. a young
couple could buy an average block of land
with 18 weeks' wages. Approximately
£80--that is. $160-was the average price
of a block of land in the metropolitan
area. A three-card trick has been played
on the working community in Western
Australia; because it takes 65 weeks to
buy the same sort of land today. As far
as the working men and women in the
community are concerned a confidence
trick has been played on them. How they
have tolerated it for so long without doing
something drastic, I do not know.

Mr. O'Neil: What do you assess is a
reasonable price for a fully serviced build-
ing block today?

Mr. BRADY: Leaving out absurd profits,
and having regard to land which has
changed hands in the last fortnight,. I
would say a reasonable price would be
half of $2,500; that is, approximately
$l,200. I have arrived at that figu-re by
the actions of a syndicate which, I think,
was guided by a church organisation. It
sold land in the Morley Park area within
the last three weeks on the basis of $2,500
per block. Within a quarter of a mile
of that area subdivided land was being
sold on the open market by auction at
$5,000 per block.

It is obvious the whole matter has got
out of hand. As I said, I do not want to
speak at length: however, I will make a
few suggestions as to what the Govern-
ment might do in regard to the provision
of land. Instead of going to the outblocks,
such as Hameraley, where all the services
in the world have to be provided and roads
made, I suggest the Government release
some rural land for urban purposes around
Morley Park, Eden Hill, Caversham, and
other areas close by where every service
is available. These services include good
bitumen roads, electricity, water supplies,
and three excellent high schools; that is,
the Governor Stirling High School, the
Cyril Jackson High School, and the Eden
Hill High School, which are all close by.
The Government should release that land
Instead of asking people to take up land
nine or 10 miles further out.

I would say another requirement which
the Government should meet is the speed -
ing up of town planning and metropolitan
region Planning activities, even if it means
doubling the staff. These departments
should handle subdivisions more expedi-
tiously, as well as their general activities.
It takes anything from six to nine months
to have the simplest subdivision approved.
When a state of crisis exists something
urgent must be done.

As I have said, I would suggest two
ways of overcoming this. Firstly, the staff
of the Town Planning Department could
be doubled so that the release of land
could be expedited, and, secondly, country
town planning should be taken out of the
hands of the department altogether and
Placed under the administration of an en-
tirely new department. If this were done
the lag that is continuing to build up
throughout the length and breadth of the
State would be stemmed.

Western Australia is a State which com-
prises one-third of the Commonwealth.
There is 1,000,000 square miles of land
which is being administered by a staff of
17 in the Town Planning Department, and
this is creating a bottleneck. Everyone is
complaining about it: private individuals,
real estate agents, developers, banks, and
everyone else interested in trying to asgist
the Governent in its desire to alleviate
the housing situation. Planning is being
stymied, however, because of bottlenecks
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in this or that department. Therefore, we
must do something drastic to solve the
Problem and get something done.

In addition, authorities such as the
Health Department and building authori-
ties should take steps to ease the restraints
they place on the release of land. Take
for example my own electorate. Two years
ago, the Health Department, apparently in
conjunction with the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Board and
other departments, such as the Town Plan-
ning Department, overnight put a blanket
over 2,000 acres of land on the fringe of
Midland, including areas such as Helena
Vale, Boys, and others. By doing this,
those departments completely immobilised
any action that could have taken place In
regard to the subdivision of this land.
This area, if subdivided into quarter-acre
blocks, has a potential of 8,000 residential
lots.

When we are faced with an emergency,
and when young people are desperately
trying to buy land on which to erect a
home so that they can settle down and
raise their families, the Government
should take drastic steps to lift the blanket
restrictions placed on areas such as the
one I have mentioned in my electorate.

Mr. Rushton: Where would you dispose
of the effluent from those areas?

Mr. BRADY: I understand that if some
of these subdivisions are granted, private
interests are prepared to make arrange-
ments for the disposal of the effluent.

Only last year a man approached me
and said that for two years he had been
trying to obtain the subdivision of an
area he owned in North Midland. He quoted
the restrictions that had been imposed by
the departments I have just mentioned. As
a result, I wrote to all of them, but
strangely enough not one replied, if I re-
member correctly. However, they communi-
cated with the agent of this owner and I
understand the subdivision has now been
approved.

About five or six years ago another area
at Middle Swan, which is only about a
quarter of a mile from the one I have
just cited, was zoned as rural land. Today
it has been rezoned and subdivided into
residential blocks. Several houses have
been erected on the blocks and they are
selling at prices ranging from $11,500 to
$12,500 each. Therefore, apparently some
subdivider has been successful in twisting
the arm of someone in authority, because
overnight this rural land has been rezoned
and subdivided into residential lots.

I would like to see more of that being
done, particularly in the eastern suburbs,
anywhere between Cavershamn and Bays-
water, because there are thousands of
acres of land in that area reserved for
rural or recreational purpose which would
be ideal for residential purposes; and,
what is more, all the necessary services

are readily available. Instead of people go-
ing half way to Bunbury or half way to
Yanchep to Purchase a block for residential
purposes, the Government should enable
them to buy a block of land in the areas
I have referred to, where all facilities
are- readily available, including good
bitumen roads, water supplies, high schools,
and so on.

The Government should be getting on
with the job of making more land avail-
able by having a close look at the position
relating to the restrictions that are placed
on areas close to the metropolis where
people are most anxious to live in view of
the reasonable facilities that are available.

I do not want to delay the House unduly
by debating this question. Other members
have, quite correctly, stated that the Me-
Carrey report is a credit to every member
of that committee, who put forward six
or seven recommendations, every one of
which is full of merit. If the Government
would only take steps to implement those
recommendations, probably in 18 months
or two years the housing situation would
ease considerably. If the Government
does not take such a step a great deal of
damage will result to the State in many
respects. I have no desire to see immigrants
writing to their relatives in the old country
complaining of the adverse housing con-
ditions in tits State, or of complaints being
circulated in other countries by those who
are dissatisfied with the conditions that
exist at the present time. However, that is
another story.

I want to point to the high profit tak-
Ing that is being enjoyed by several inves-
tors in land. I have here an extract from a
brochure issued by a well-known estate
agent in the eastern suburbs. In this bro-
chure it is stated that 18 shares are avail-
able in a syndicate. The cost of a share
is $2,200; stamp duty $33; rates and taxes
over a two-year period $30, and cost of
development $700. The profit on that out-
lay is $2,537 and so the total selling price
is $5,500. Therefore the profit on the out-
lay over two years represents 85.6 per cent.
This is an example of a syndicate being
formed by only one agent, but it is dupli-
cated all over the State by many sub-
dividers, and the formation of such syndi-
cates is being advertised in the Press.

If a person, by Purchasing the share on
terms, becomes a member of the syndicate
I have just cited, he pays an initial deposit
of $850: 24 payments at $23.51, making a
total of $566; rates and taxes over a two-
year period $30: stamp duty $33: registra-
tion of mortgage $25; and interest on de-
velopment $42, making a grand total of
$1,546. In arriving at the selling price, the
pay-out figure to the finance company is
$1,700. leaving a balance of $3,800 and a
profit of $2,254, which represents a profit
on outlay over two years of 114.58 per cent.
This syndicate is being formed for the
purchase of deferred urban land.
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I have already cited the case of a
church organisation which, within the last
fortnight, has, after making a subdivision,
been selling blocks of land at $2,500, and
yet within a quarter of a mile of this tract
of land blocks were being auctioned by
private developers at $5,000 each. The
Government, therefore, should clamp down
on this excessive profit taking, because it
means that young couples in this State
have no future whatsoever in regard to
purchasing a block of land.

The average member of Parliament has
great regard for the welfare of young
people and therefore we should make every
endeavour to see that they are suitably
housed. Only the other day I heard of a
young married couple who were being
evicted from their home; and, in addition,
the young husband has been struck an-
other blow because his wife has had to
enter hospital and he is now faced with
hospital and medical expenses amounting
to $500. What chance has he of ever
being able to pay for a house out of the
average working man's wage of $37 a
week?

Accordingly. I have much pleasure in
supporting the amendment to the Address-
in-Reply moved by the Leader of the
Opposition. Like him I regret that prices
have been allowed to continue to spiral
in Western Australia, and I also regret
that no effective action has been taken by
the Government to suppress this ever-
mounting difficulty in the State.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
0 Neil (Minister for Housing).

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Council Personnel

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees elected by that House.

House adjourned at 10.12 p.m.

Thursday, the 1st August, 1968

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 2.30 P.m., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (10): ON NOTICE
'GIVE WAY" AND "STOP" SIGNS

Basis for Determining Installation
1. The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS asked the

Minister for Mines:
(1) What is the basis for determining

whether or not traffic signs ("Give
Way" and "Stop" signs) are in-
stalled at intersections in the
metropolitan area?

(2) Whichi'department or departments
confer in the considerations?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) "Stop" or "Give Way" signs are

installed on the basis of warrants
recommended by the conference
of state traffic control engineers.
These warrants take account of
factors such as sight distance.
safe approach speeds, and ac-
cident history, and these aspects
are investigated by the Main
Roads Department before instal-
lation of these signs is recom-
mended.

(2) This conference has representa-
tion from the following depart-
ments:-

Traffic Commission, Victoria
Main Roads Department,

Queensland
Department of Motor Trans-

port, New South Wales
National Capital Development

Commission
Main Roads Department,

Western Australia
Transport Department. Tas-

mania
Road Traffic Board, South

Australia.

STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY
Perth-Kalgoorlie Service:

Type and Timetable
2. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines:
When the passenger train service
commences on the standard gauge
railway line from Perth to Kal-
goorlie and return-
(a) what type of service is con-

templated;
(b) what will the timetable be de-

parting from-
(i) Perth: and
(ii) Kalgoorlie;

(c) will there be any alternative
service?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH replied:
(a) a diesel-rail car service will be

provided.
(b) (i) and (ii) These timetables

have not yet been resolved.
(c) Limited overnight sleeping

berth accommodation Will be
available on interstate pas-
senger services.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Reimbursement while on National Service

3. The Hon. J. DOLAN asked the Mini-
ster for Mines:

Will the Government give consid-
eration to following the example
of the New South Wales Govern-
ment and making good any loss of


